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Spring 2023
Dear Friends, 

Great parks help bring communities together, creating real connections. These connections 
grow even deeper when people are asked to give back to those parks. As the primary 
philanthropic partner for the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, the Minneapolis Parks 
Foundation has witnessed that the simple act of contributing time and money to our parks — 
participating in a neighborhood clean-up day, serving as a youth athletics coach, setting up 
a small monthly donation, or becoming a major donor — helps people feel invested in their 
community and connected to others. 

How can we harness that power of generosity to grow an even better park system in 
Minneapolis? It’s a question we’ve been exploring in new ways this year, as we mark our 20th 
anniversary and launch a new Strategic Plan to guide our priorities. While we know Minneapolis 
parks are widely used and treasured by the public, only a relatively small number of park users 
become park contributors. In a city where philanthropy and generosity are ingrained in our 
culture, and where our parks are seen as critical to our health and wellbeing, there remains 
tremendous opportunity to expand how people contribute to our parks.

Changing that equation could have enormous benefits, not only for parks, but also for people. 
As we’ve seen at the Water Works Park and Pavilion, combining community support with 
public funding can elevate what’s possible. And as we heard from the record-setting number 
of supporters who joined us for our Posters for Parks Show, the act of giving — no matter the 
amount — makes us feel happier in the moment, more hopeful about the future, and connected 
to something greater than ourselves. (Coincidentally, many of the same benefits that come 
from spending time in a park!)

As we look ahead to formally launching a capital campaign to support a transformation of 
North Commons Park, we’re grateful to the individuals, corporations, and foundations whose 
support in 2022 helped strengthen our case for the value of investing in the public realm. With 
your generosity, you’re helping the Minneapolis Parks Foundation provide a service to our 
region and connecting the power of philanthropy to the promise of the parks. Thank you!

Tom Evers
Executive Director

Sarah Duniway
Board Chair

Minneapolis Parks Foundation 
Guiding Principles 
While celebrating all the varied benefits 
of Minneapolis’s nationally renowned and 
locally treasured system, the Minneapolis 
Parks Foundation focuses on elevating 
the capacity of our parks to deliver the 
following outcomes.

Advance equity and cultural inclusion: 
When all people have access to valued 
parks and public spaces, feel welcome, 
and see themselves reflected in those 
spaces, a community is healthier, safer, 
and happier.

Foster community health and well-being: 
Parks provide healthy air, water, and soil, 
and places to play and exercise, on both 
the individual and community level. Parks 
also provide places where we can learn 
about our neighbors and form new and 
deeper connections.

Deepen connections to the natural world: 
In our increasingly urbanized world, 
maintaining places of natural beauty, 
respite, and awe helps us maintain our 
humanity.

Strengthen climate change resiliency: 
Cities must adapt and develop new 
methods to protect and restore natural 
systems and clean water and to mitigate 
the economic impact of climate change.

Spark economic vitality: Thriving parks 
and public spaces can attract investment 
and bring prosperity to the broader 
community without sparking displacement.

Scan to learn 
more about how 
our Strategic Plan 
will guide our work 
through 2027.

https://mplsparksfoundation.org/impact/


3mplsparksfoundation.org 

Emerging slowly from the COVID pandemic in 2022, parks remained the place to

Find Community on Common Ground
In September 2022, and after a two-year delay, Reimagining the Civic Commons held Studio 6 in 
Minneapolis. The convening of nearly 150 place-making practitioners from 11 other cities around 
the U.S. was just one of several events hosted by the Minneapolis Parks Foundation that highlight 
the role parks play in fostering human connections to each other and the natural world.

Studio 6 at Water Works
©

 M
ur

ph
y 

B
yr

ne
 fo

r 
R

C
C

Farview Walk & Talk

In-person Walks  
Got People Talking 
In 2022, the Parks Foundation added 
three new tours to our Walk & Talk 
Event Series. Farview Park to the 
26th Ave N Overlook, Hall’s Island 
Restoration, and Lake Nokomis drew 
capacity in-person participation and 
were also tapped more than 600 times 
as download-and-go self-guided tours. 
Altogether, the Parks Foundation has 
compiled eight unique experiences — 
many featuring the knowledge of 
experienced guides — that traverse our 
beautiful and fascinating park system.

Sunrise on the Mississippi

Amazing Sunrise
Nearly 250 people gathered under the big tent in September 2022 for our annual breakfast 
benefit, Sunrise on the Mississippi. Minneapolis Parks Superintendent Al Bangoura 
shared his vision for Minneapolis parks, saying, “Because parks offer something for 
everyone — like nothing else in our society — it’s not enough to be good enough, we have 
to be amazing.” Donors responded in kind: Rising to a standing ovation, and contributing 
more than $130,000 to help us support transformative parks projects and programs.

Warm Reception on a Winter’s Day
The Next Generation of Parks Event Series got off to a bright 
and bold start in 2022, featuring Ambreen Tariq for a two-part 
talk-then-walk in February. Founder of @BrownPeopleCamping, 

Ambreen is an adventurer, activist, and author of the semi- 
autobiographical children’s book, Fatima’s Great Outdoors. Her 
in-person walk at North Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park 

was our first face-to-face event since March 2020 — bringing 
together a diverse audience to share a chilly-in-temperature 

but warm-in-spirit afternoon.
Next Generation of Parks

https://mplsparksfoundation.org/
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Sailing Lesson at Bde Maka Ska

ADVANCE EQUITY AND CULTURAL INCLUSION

FOSTER COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELLBEING

DEEPEN CONNECTIONS TO THE NATURAL WORLD

Charting a New Course
Now in its second year, People for Parks Fund grants are helping to introduce 
new parks users to new pastimes

With the wind in our city’s sails, the imagery and iconography of Minneapolis has long 
been connected to the sport of sailing. But with people of color making up fewer than 
one percent of sailing participants worldwide, the signature symbol of leisure in the 
City of Lakes leaves many residents out of the picture.

But sailing enthusiasts at the Minneapolis 
Sailing Center (MSC) believe a sea change 
is possible. With help from a People for 
Parks Fund grant from the Minneapolis 
Parks Foundation, the MSC — one of the 
largest and most diverse sailing schools in 
the Midwest — invited more than 500 kids 
and grown-ups to climb into keelboats 
on Bde Maka Ska and experience the 
freedom and fun of learning how to sail. 
With a series of four Free Sailing Sunday 
events held throughout the summer, the 
Minneapolis Sailing Center also combined 
forces with groups like Outdoor Afro MN, 
Urban Ventures, Inner City Ducks, and 
Outdoor Latino MN to remove barriers  
and bring people of color together to 
discover what’s possible with your hand 
on the rudder and the wind at your back.

“The core goal of this project 
is not a quick fix or one-time 
opportunity, but part of a 
longer culture change in our 
organization and the sport  
of sailing,” says Ted Salzman, 
MSC’s Executive Director. 

MSC’s sailing outreach 
initiative was just one of nine 

exciting parks projects made possible 
in 2022 by the People for Parks Fund, 
the Minneapolis Parks Foundation’s 
grant program aimed at supporting 
community-driven ideas for making 
our parks more equitable and inclusive. 
Funded by donations and proceeds from 

Ted Salzman
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Scan to read 
stories of 

impact from all 
our grantees.

https://mplsparksfoundation.org/category/stories/grantee-stories/
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our popular Posters for Parks Show, the 
program distributed more than $48,000 in 
its second year to MSC, Armatage Neigh-
borhood Association, Cultural Wellness 
Center, Friends of the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area, Friends of Lake Nokomis, 
Urban Bird Collective, and the Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation Board. Though the 
competitive grant process yielded a 
wide range of pitches — from communal 
bike tours through our city’s parks and 
neighborhoods and extending invitations 
to wider audiences in the city’s Winter Bird 
Count, to free swim lessons, and yoga and 
wellness classes with an Afro beat — the 
common denominator is about connecting 
people to each other through our parks. 

“One thing we’re really excited about is 
supporting so many great programs 
for BIPOC youth,” says Marsha Yang, a 
member of the People for Parks Advisory 
Committee that selects each year’s 
grantees. “We’re now starting our third 
grant round, and the great ideas we’re 
getting from the community tell us the 
word about the People for Parks Fund is 
really getting out there.”

Parks Foundation board member Jasmine 
Russell, who chairs the People for Parks 
Fund Advisory Committee, says that 
seeing how people are using the parks 
at ground level is inspiring. “Sometimes 
philanthropy can seem very high level, 
like only certain people have access to 
it, but the People for Parks Fund has 
become a bridge that creates more direct 
connection between the Parks Foundation 
and the people who use the parks every 
day,” she says. “There’s a different energy 
when you’re directly connected with 
people who use the park, and the best 
part is they’re coming up with great ideas 
for making them even better.”

Jasmine Russell

Artsy-Parksy
This year, 41 local artists shared their vision 
of Minneapolis parks at the seventh annual 
Posters for Parks Show, an event co-hosted 
by LoveMplsParks that benefits the People 
for Parks Fund while bringing greater 
visibility to Minneapolis’s creative community. 

“Local artists who participate in the Posters 
for Parks Show have the opportunity 
not only to sell their art — but provide a 
visual view and creative perspective of the 
Minneapolis park system,” says Jasmine 
Russell, Chair of the Fund’s Advisory 
Committee. “One of the high sellers from 
last year, “Night Sky of the North” by 

Studio on Fire was a depiction 
of astrology Inspired by the 
night sky, imagining what the 
constellations might represent 
if based on traditional park 
activities and Minnesota lore. 
Art is intimately tied to the awe 
and wonder of parks, a moment 
to escape, dream, and imagine  
a world beyond the cityscape.”

With a week-long online sale following 
a festive opening at Royal Foundry Craft 
Spirits, Posters for Parks sold more than 
1,000 numbered prints, while helping to 
raise $48,000 to support the artists and the 
People for Parks Fund. Mark your calendar 
for 2023’s event, coming October 14 at the 
Royal Foundry. 

Marsha Yang (L) at Posters for Parks 2022

Paddle Day 2022

Winter Birding

North Commons Slow Roll
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North Commons Park

ADVANCE EQUITY AND CULTURAL INCLUSION

FOSTER COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELLBEING

SPARK ECONOMIC VITALITY

Reconnecting Through North Commons 
Could parks be the cure for fragmented communities?

While the social distancing demands of the pandemic may be dwindling, the public health impacts 
of persistent loneliness and social isolation are drawing growing alarm. In fact, a new U.S. Surgeon 
General’s report finds that Americans are lonelier than they’ve ever been, and warns that a lack of 
social support can have long-term health impacts equivalent to smoking 15 cigarettes a day.

But the problem of loneliness can depend 
on where you live. As a recent community 
health needs assessment from North 
Memorial Health discovered, adults living in 
Minneapolis were nearly three times as likely 
as those in outer ring suburbs to report that 
they feel isolated. Some 25 percent of adults 
in the city reported that they rarely or never 
get social or emotional support — a rate 
nearly 50 percent higher than adults from 
the city’s inner ring suburbs. Could parks be 
part of the solution? 

That’s one of the questions the community 
of North Minneapolis has been asking as it 
explores plans for a major transformation 
of North Commons Park. One of the oldest 
and most established parks in the city, 
North Commons serves one of the youngest 
and most diverse communities in the 
state — including nearly 12,000 youth who 
live within a one-mile radius. As the Minne-
apolis Parks Foundation prepares to launch 
a capital campaign in support of North 
Commons, the nonprofit fundraising partner 
of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation 
Board has also been meeting with a host of 
neighbors and nonprofits, parks users, and 
community youth groups to listen and learn 
more about how parks programs can help 
promote the overall health of the community. 

“When we look at the 
social determinants 
of health, we know 
that our environment 
is important, so that’s 
why we’re signing on 
and saying, ‘Yes, we 
want to be a part of 
collaborating with the 
parks,’” says Sherrie Simpson, Director 
of Planning, Communication and Engage-

Sherrie Simpson
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ment at NorthPoint 
Health. “Having safe 
outdoor spaces is 
good for our mental 
health and wellbeing, 
and the parks are 

trusted places where people show up to 
be part of the fabric of a neighborhood.” 

Over the last year, community engagement 
sessions with other community partners 
have yielded new ideas for addressing 
neighborhood needs, from hosting 
community food shelves and kids’ dental 
clinics, to offering makers’ spaces for 
carpenters and mechanics, to hosting 
career training events at North Commons. 

“This community is so creative about what 
parks can be,” says the Minneapolis Parks 
Foundation’s Director of Projects, Vicky 
Soukaseum, a North Minneapolis resident 
and frequent North Commons visitor. “As we 
hear more about what communities want to 
see in their space, the power of partnership 
is expanding our thoughts and opening the 
door for creativity and transformation.” 

It’s an approach 
that resonates with 
Bank of America, 
whose support helps 
make the Parks 
Foundation’s growing 
community engage-
ment work possible. 

“Through our charitable giving, Bank of America 
is focused on racial equality, economic growth, 
social justice and environmental sustainability 
and we see all of those elements at work in 
what the Minneapolis Parks Foundation is 
doing for the community,” says Karen Trouba, 
Senior Vice President, Market Manager, Bank of 
America. “Parks are a great equalizer because 
everyone has access to parks — they contribute 
to community health and wellbeing, but they 
also provide opportunities for people to connect 
to others in meaningful ways. Supporting the 
Minneapolis Parks Foundation has been a 
great partnership for Bank of America, because 
it allows us to live our values by investing in 
sustainable change in our communities.”

North Commons Water Park

©
 M

P
R

B

Investing in Equity:  
A Campaign for North Commons
As the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
continues its work in North Minneapolis, creating 
a community-driven design for North Commons 
Park, the Minneapolis Parks Foundation has been 
meeting with parks supporters in preparation for 
a major capital campaign set to launch in 2023. 

“Based on our feasibility studies, we’re seeing 
a great deal of interest from donors who want 
to be part of building a next generation park at 
North Commons,” says Jennifer Downham, the 
Parks Foundation’s Chief Development Officer. 

With early support from the WEM Foundation, 
Bank of America, and Parks Foundation Board 
Members, more than $11 million in donations 
and commitments has already been success-
fully secured for the project. As the Parks 
Foundation prepares a public announcement 
of the campaign, donations toward the effort 
are also being matched dollar for dollar, up to 
$250,000, thanks to a generous challenge grant 
from the Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation. 
To learn more about how you can support the 
promise of parks in North Minneapolis, email 
Jennifer at jdownham@mplsparksfoundation.org. 

Scan to learn 
how you can join 
the Campaign to 
Reimagine North 

Commons.

Nite Owlz Youth Program
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Vicky Soukaseum

Karen Trouba

Spring Community Event
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Water Works Park and Pavilion

STRENGTHEN CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCY

SPARK ECONOMIC VITALITY

Reconnecting to the River 
Parks users are continuing to discover two hidden gems 
on the Mississippi River

Overlook at 26th Ave N

Erica Chua©
 M

P
R

B

Since its opening, Water Works is well on 
its way to becoming the cornerstone of the 
city’s downtown park system, catering to 
an ever-changing list of community needs.

“We’re seeing different 
groups using the park 
in different ways and 
at different times, from 
people who exercise 
here in the morning, or 
who bring a book in the 
afternoon, or come for  
a concert at night,” says  

the Minneapolis Park and Recreation 
Board’s Erica Chua, Recreation Supervisor 
for the city’s downtown parks. This season, 
she’s planning an even more robust set 
of programs, from live theater events to 
community chess tournaments and movies 
in the park. “It’s still a hidden gem that we 
want people to discover.” 

Making sure that Minneapolis residents 
know all about their newest park assets 
has also been a focus for Shawn Lewis, 
Project Coordinator at the Minneapolis 
Parks Foundation, which led the RiverFirst 
Campaign behind Water Works and the 
Great Northern Greenway Overlook. “North 
Minneapolis has had its 
back to the river for so 
long, that when you take 
young people biking in 
the area, or to visit the 
new Overlook, they often 
say they had no idea the 
river was so close to 
them,” says Lewis, who 
is working closely with 
the Great Northern Greenway Coalition and 
other community groups to get the word 
out. “Our goal is to connect people to the 
river, so they can enjoy it in new ways.”

Shawn Lewis

Revealing Unseen Stories
Water Works Park and Pavilion was 
created as a space for celebrating the 
power of the Mississippi River and 
our relationship to it as people — from 
many cultures and backgrounds, and 
with many different stories to tell. 
In 2022, we began elevating unseen 
stories through a new multimedia 
project. A video and an interactive 
map explore the relationship of 
Dakhóta culture and language to this 
special place and allows visitors to 
hear the language spoken. And a 
companion video reintroduces Reiko 
Weston, whose Fuji-Ya Restaurant 
graced this space for more than a 
generation, ultimately leading to the 
riverfront rebirth we enjoy today.

Scan to watch the 
videos and experience 
the StoryMap.

Accolades for  
Water Works
Water Works has been 
recognized nationally and 
internationally, including these 
recent awards:

TIME 100 Most Influential People of 
2023:  Sean Sherman, The Sioux Chef 
and NATIFs

2022 American Society of Landscape 
Architects: Award of Excellence for 
Water Works at Mill Ruins Park

2022 James Beard Award for Best New 
Restaurant: Owamni by The Sioux Chef

2022 American Institute of Architects: 
Honor Award for Water Works Pavilion

https://mplsparksfoundation.org/new-videos-and-storymap-explore-water-works-stories/
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Thank You, Donors
Thanks to your generous support this year, the Minneapolis Parks Foundation continues to help 
people feel invested in our community and connected to others by provided opportunities to 
give back to our parks. Since 2003, contributions from individual and institutional donors like 
those recognized below has totaled nearly $29 million for transformative parks. Thank you!

Institutional Supporters

$50,000 and above
Bank of America  

Charitable Foundation

$10,000 – $49,999
Ameriprise Financial
Edward R. Bazinet Charitable Foundation
George Family Foundation
Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation
Manitou Fund
Saint Anthony Falls Heritage Board

$5,000 – $9,999
Knox Foundation
Minnesota Public Radio*
NFL Foundation
Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation
SBL Charity Fund
Xcel Energy Foundation

$2,500 – $4,999
Barr Engineering
Charles H. Clay Family CLAT Trust
Damon Farber Landscape Architects
HGA Architects and Engineers
Landscape Structures
Minnesota Vikings Football
Nancy Somers Family Foundation
Richter Family Foundation
Royal Foundry Craft Spirits*
Spiller L’Chaim Fund
The Minneapolis Foundation
U.S. Bank Foundation — 

Matching Gift Program
United Properties
Walker Family Foundation

$1,000 – $2,499
Bank of America
Carlson Family Foundation
CenterPoint Energy
Coen+Partners
H+U Construction
James Nystrom Foundation
Lathrop GPM

Marilyn and Glen Nelson  
Family Foundation

Men’s and Women’s  
Garden Club of Minneapolis

Mill City Museum*
MPRB*
Padilla
RSP Architects
Saint Anthony Falls Alliance
Snow Kreilich Architects
Softcrylic, LLC
Ten x Ten
The Crosswols Foundation  

c/o Chilton Trust
Tlalli Collaborative
Tusaalo
U.S. Bank
Woychick Design

Up to $999
AmazonSmile Foundation
Ameriprise Financial —  

Matching Gifts
Apple - Matching Gifts
Best Buy Company —  

Company Match
Brewery Running Series
C.H. Robinson
Capital Group
Locus Architecture
Medtronic
Minneapolis Jewish Federation 

Community Foundation
Nokomis Chiropractic
PayPal Giving Fund
Peace Coffee*
Quality Bicycle Products
Replace Inc.
Room 34 Creative Services*
The Blake School
The Loppet Foundation
The Quaker Hill Foundation Inc.

Individual Supporters

$100,000 and above
Barbara Lupient
Anonymous

$50,000 – $99,999
David Dayton and Mary Bolla
C. Curtis Dunnavan Fund
Jean Serie

$15,000 – $49,999
Martha Gabbert
Ellen Grace
Steve and Susan Boren King
Peggy and David Lucas
Paul and Mary Reyelts

$10,000 – $14,999
Kelsey Arneson Metzger and Tom 

Metzger
Karin Birkeland and Lee Mitau
Kenneth and Janet Talle
Dr. and Mrs. Paul L. Trump
Frank and Frances Wilkinson
Anonymous

$5,000 – $9,999
Stuart Ackerberg
Kim and Carol Bemis
Robert Bruininks and Susan Hagstrum
Laura Crosby
Mike and Celia Davis
Matthew Duditch and Elizabeth 

Karelse-Duditch
Richard Erickson and Bonnie Bottoms
Kathy and Allen Lenzmeier
Leni and David Moore
Tom Paul and Robert Lenz
Steve and Wendy Rubin
Rachael Scherer and Stephen Imholte

$2,500 – $4,999
Ellen Anderson
Allan and Mary Lou Burdick
Tim Carl and Jean Garbarini
Jocelyn Hale and Glenn Miller

Leslie Hale and Tom Camp
Michael Vennewitz
Diane and Richard Madlon-Kay
Mary McCarthy and Brian 

Zelickson
Jose Peris and Diana Gulden
Mike and Betsy Taylor
Mark and Nancy Wilson

$1,000 – $2,499
Stephanie Abbott
Nima Ahmadi and Mia Divecha
Connie and Mark Andrew
Catherine Asher
Sue Bennett
Barry Berg and Walter Tambor
Margit and Tom Berg
Ellen and Jan Breyer
Dorothy Bridges
Vanessa Brown-McGuire
Dan Buettner
Albert and Susan Colianni
Patty Connelly
Ron and Joan Cornwell
Jay and Page Cowles
Ellie Crosby
Mary Daschner and Dan Chowen
Sherry Ann and Edward Dayton
Arjun and Diana Divecha
Mary Dolan
Karla Ekdahl and Peter 

Hutchinson
Sylvia and Robert Fine
Maria Finke and Ryan Erdmier
Meg Forney and Jon Fagerson
Jay and Peggy Halvorson
Ken Hartung
Liz and Van Hawn
Tony and Diane Hofstede
Stanley Hubbard
Penny Hunt
Craig and Jean Jentz
Gail Jones
Susan Kinder and David Vealitzek
Dan Komarek and Ruth Lotsof

Horace Cleveland Circle
Recognizing the significant contribution of  
donors who have made cumulative general  

operating gifts of $50,000 or more.

Sue Bennett
David Dayton and Mary Bolla

Judy Dayton
Martha Gabbert

Richard Erickson and Bonnie Bottoms
Steve and Sam Boren King

Mary McCarthy and Brian Zelickson
Greg McNeely

Elizabeth Redleaf
Paul and Mary Reyelts

Dr. and Mrs. Paul L. Trump
Frank and Frances Wilkinson 
Angus and Margaret Wurtele

Anonymous

Heritage Oak Society
Recognizing donors who have thoughtfully  
included the Minneapolis Parks Foundation  

in their estate plans.

John and Laura Crosby**
Jayson Drake

Mary Ann and Harold Feldman**
Sylvia and Robert Fine

Meg Forney and Jon Fagerson
Marvin Gilman**

Rick Groger and Don Yager
Jocelyn Hale and Glenn Miller

Gary Hektner
Steve and Sam Boren King

Duane and Mary Alice Krohnke
Leighton Ladd

June Prange and Carolyn Schurr**
Bill Wojcik

Anonymous (4)

**Gifts realizedcontinues on page 10

9
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continued from page 9

Anita Kunin
Jim and Norma Leslie
Sjur Midness and Briar Andresen
Lucy Mitchell
David and Monica Nassif
David and Sheryll Norback
Kelly O’Connor
Katherine Perry
Linnea and Steve Peterson
Michael Pink
Rickie and John Ressler
JuLee and John Rimarcik
Jennifer Ringold and Bruce Chamberlain
Cathleen Ryan and Doris Engibous
Terry Saario and Lee Lynch
James and Van Sanders
Bryan Schmidt
Heidi Schmidt
Nancy and Richard Solum
Thomas and Pat Sugrue
Samantha Sutton
Karen Trouba
Tracy Van Steenburgh  

and James Ladner
Peter Vaughan and Cathy Anson
Nancy and Douglas Verdier
Judy and William Walter
Frederick and Eleanor Winston
Julie and Charlie Zelle

$500 – $999
Gary Baker and Sarah Evert
Maureen and Peter Beck
Bob and Pam Berkwitz
David Brockway
Gregory and Rebecca Brown
Lennis Carpentier and Linda Arlien
Henry Chauncey
Kate Christianson
Cinda Collins
Dave Crawford
Steve Euller and Nancy Roehr
Tom Evers and Erin Sugrue
Tim Grady and Catherine Allan
Hunt Greene and Jane Piccard
Roger Hale and Nor Hall
Caroline Hale-Coldwell
Tina Ham Peterson and Ric Peterson
Sarah Harris and David Holmgren
Carol and Bud Hayden
Larry Hendrickson and Barbara Forster
Keith Holloman
Wendy Holmes and David Frank
Daniel Jenstad
Gail Korell and Douglas Brown
Hart and Susan Kuller
Lawrence Levine
John and Nancy Lindahl
Alice McGuiggan and Dale Olson
Theodore and Judy Nagel
Russ Nelson
Emily and Will Nicoll
Carla Pardue
Jim and Donna Peter

Mona Peterson Rosow
Patrick and Laura Philbin
George and Catherine Puzak
Ann and Kevin Quiring
Katherine Richardson
David and Susan Sanborn
Ed and Val Spencer
Janis and Jim Stephenson
Mary Vaughan
Nora Whiteman and Thomas Rush
Bob Whitlock and Peggy Weber
Elizabeth and Andrew Wielinski
Doris Wong and Allison Winter
Margaret Wurtele
Pahoua Yang Hoffman

$250 – $499
Michael and Dominique Allinder
Brian Anderson and Leeann Rock
Carol Anderson
Melissa Anderson
Mary Kay Arthur
Dan Avchen and David Johnson
Lee Bachman
Beverly Bajus
Al Bangoura and Kendra Lewis
Deborah Bergland
Theresa Berglund
Kathleen and Thomas Boe
Will and Margaret Bracken
Mark Brandow
Leann Britton
John and Jane Burton
Shelley Carthen-Watson
Wendy and David Coggins
Ruth Colby
Suzanne Curran
Elizabeth and Brian Dillon
Sara and John Donaldson
Mary and Paul Donovan
Anne Dovciak
Sarah Duniway and David Brauer
Nancy and Rolf Engh
Emily Farmer
Alison Galbraith Brown
Kathleen Gavin and Philip Bither
Mark Gittleman
Hal and Susie Goldstein
Betty Grant and Will Casey
Rick Groger and Don Yager
Dana Habeck
Audrey Halvorson
Colin Hamilton
Donna Hanbery
Elinor Hands
Martha Hewett and Linda Varvel
Carrie and Richard Higgins
Curt and Helen Hillstrom
Julie Hirsch and Ron Feldman
Patti Hoolihan and Chris Fisher
Tommy and Julie Johns
Sally and Bill Kling
Michael Klingensmith and  

Ruth Shields

Joan Leverenz
Holly and Barrs Lewis
Elise Linehan and Daniel Sass
Martin and Marilyn Lipschultz
Katherine Luber
Jonathan Lundell
Mary Lynch and Kurt Kelsey
Joan Madden
David Madson
Rebecca Major and Julian Zebot
Jane and James Martin
Molly Martyn
Kelly May
Lila Mayes
Samuel and Patricia McCullough
Terry and Mary McNellis
Charles and Laura Miller
Michael Miller and Lynn Herbert
Kevina and Lee Munnich
Steffanie and Matthew Musich
Adam Nathe and Gloria Vallejo
Tracy Nordstrom and Kurt Waltenbaugh
Julia and Brian Palmer
Richard and Suzanne Pepin
Mark Perrier
Gloria Peterson and James McCarthy
Jennifer Pfeiffer
David and Susan Plimpton
Benjamin Pofahl and Ellen Guettler
Laurie Quinlan
Lynn Ross
Heath and Rebecca Rudduck
Dave and Claire Ruebeck
Mark and Marie Ruhe
Lillian and Doug Ryan
Mark Schlitter
Lee Sheehy and Cathy Lawrence
Carolyn Shrewsbury
Cathy and Jim Sinning
Laurine Speltz and Denis Ryono
Elizabeth Sullivan
Marcia Townley
Andrea Trimble Hart
Alex Trueman
Conrad and Kristen Wasmer
Barbara Welch
David and Sara Wellington
Susie Whitlock
Claire Wilson
Kim Wolson and Norman Abramson
John Zimdars
Harvey Zuckman and Phil Oxman

$100 – $249
Diane Adair
Becky Alper and Raja Viswanathan
Gretchen and Bob Amis
Anita Anderson
David and Joanne Anderson
Michael and Margaret Anderson
Ann and Jim Andre
Timothy Bardell
Ken Bearman and Karla Larsen

Carol Bechtel
John Becker
Mary Berg
Thomas Bird and Catherine Shreves
Jane Blanch
Marsha Blumenthal
Terry Bongard
David Booth and Ann Tobin
Celia Boren
Carolyn and Philip Brunelle
Tyrone and Delia Bujold
Robert Burgett
Helen Burke
Ann Calvert
Bryan and Mary Lee Carlson
Thomas and Anne Carrier
Tom and Rosie Caspar
Nancy and Robert Christensen
Laura Coleman
Margaret Cory
Kim and J. Michael Dady
Victoria Daley
Patty Danielson Strandquist  

and Robert Strandquist
Jack Dean
Paula Denman and John Dewitt
Pam Desnick
Lexie DeVries
Jennifer Downham
Hugh and Joyce Edmondson
Phyllis Edwards
Julie Eischens
Jane Emison
Natalie Enzmann
Leonard Erickson
Tom and Lorri Evans
Jim and Cathy Everett
Ted and Judy Farmer
Dennis and Karen Fenster
Tom Fisher and Claudia Wielgorecki
Robert Foster
Kate and Rick Fournier
Patti and Gregory Gaurkee
E Peter and Julia Gillette
Mary Giuliani
Terri Gold
Julie and William Gotlieb
Kathleen Graham
Katherine Grumstrup and Michael Bing
Wade Gulbransen
Christian Hall
Donna and Bryce Hamilton
Shawntera Hardy
Charles Hawkins
David Hedlund and Jean Sazevich
Anne Heegaard
Jeff and Lucy Heegaard
Julaine and David Heit
Rita Hovda
Susan Huff
David Hunter
Frank Hunter
Kathie Jacobson
Paul Johnson

Thomas and Mary Johnson
Phyllis Kahn
Laura Kamin-Lyndgaard
Margaret Keith
Elaine Kienitz
Marty Koessel
Leah Kondes
Linda Krach
Nora Kramer
Steven Landberg
Craig and Kathy Larsen
Kate Law
Ben and Ruth Leadholm
Stacy Lee
Marie Lentz
Christine Levens
Carrie and Nicholas Lindahl
Scott and Paula Litman
Zechariah Lockrem
Elaine and Marvin Lofquist
Judy Longbottom and Steve Grodahl
Elisabeth and Brian Lucas
Don Luce
Don and Michelle MacPherson
Sheldon and Beverly Mains
Patricia and Sherman Malkerson
Sara Martineau
Martha and Stuart Mason
Barbara Mauzy
Bill and Amy McKinney
Julie McNally
Heather McNeff
Billy Menz
Cindy Mertens and Kenneth Kapsner
Martha Meyer-Von Blon and  

Tom Meyer
Susan and Geoff Michael
Steven Miles and Joline Gitis
Dan Miller
George Montague and Nan Dreher
Patricia Mullen and Beverly Miller
James Nastoff
Gary and Claire Nelson
Richard and Mary Nelson
Kory Newgaard
Jessica Oh
Nancy Olesen
Vivian Orey
Mark Oyaas
Charles and JoAnne Parsons
Brian Paulus
Daniel Peterson
Sally Polk
Nylce Prada Myers
Megan Prindiville
Linda Printup
Kelly Ptacek
Kathryn and Richard Quackenbush
Michael Rainville
Michael Rataczak
Brian Rice
Clare Ritter
Maura Rockcastle
Cole Rogers and Carla McGrath

George Rosar
Rosemary Rosengren
Pam Ross
Brian Rossmann
Michelle Rutledge
James and Dianne Safley
Peggy Samolinski
Miriam Sanders
Sheva and Thomas Sanders
Peter Sandgren
Judi Sateren
Denise Scharlemann and  

Robert Cochrane
James and Melissa Schifman
June Schifsky
Elizabeth Schmieg
Peter and Barb Schmitt
Mary Schneider
Amanda Schroder
Ames Sheldon
Abbey and Timothy  

Showalter-Loch
Merav Silverman and Ian Ramsay
Kathleen Simon
Katie and Jerry Simon Dastych
Anne Simpson
Keith and Nancy Sjoquist
John Slack
Effie Stallsmith
Karen Steiner
Stacy Stidger
Adele Stock and Mark Chowen
Morris Stockburger
Nancy and John Strom
John and Linda Sumner
Carolyn and Leslie Svendsen
Janet and Craig Swan
Carletta Sweet
Lucy Thompson
Keith Thorkelson
Brian Thyr and Danita Carlson
Jane Tilka and William Dolan
Steve Tsai and Margaret Simpson
Anne and Tom Ulseth
Ruth Usem
David and Lynn Vander Haar
Karen Viskochil
Julia Wallace
Meg Walters and Per Hong
Ruth and David Waterbury
Richard and Mary Jean Weigel
Lisa Weisman
Barbara Weissberger
James Weydt
Mary Kay Willert and Paul Olson
Ken and Sheri Williams
Glenn and Teri Woythaler
Betsy Wray and Gary Hittle
Gordon Young
Manly Zimmerman
Jehanne and Thomas Zirps
Donna Zubert
Dave and Sue Zwickey
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2022 Financial Statements
Balance Sheet 12/31/2022

Assets

Cash & Cash-Equivalents 2,606,055

Pledges Receivable 20,000

RiverFirst Capital Campaign 243,770 

Other Assets 18,802

Total Assets $2,888,627

Liabilities

Accounts Payable 7,736

RiverFirst Capital Campaign 243,770

Other Liabilities 40,414

Total Liabilities $291,920

Net Assets 

Unrestricted

 Undesignated 648,651

 Operating Reserve 491,000

 Endowment 25,000

 Total Unrestricted $1,164,651

Temporarily Restricted (Programs) $995,893

Permanently Restricted (Endowment) $436,163

Total Net Assets $2,596,707

Income/Expense Statement (Unrestricted) 2022

Income

Contributions 901,792

Government Grants 89,161

Fundraising Events 135,413 

Investment & Other Income 38,750

Total Income $1,165,116

Expense

Program Expenses 777,569

Core Mission-Support Services

 Finance, HR, Board, Operations 244,736

 Development 202,436

Total Expense $1,224,436

Change in Net Assets ($59,625)

Investments in Minneapolis Parks

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

$496,560

$3,001,341

$4,748,000

$6,377,200

$526,824 $503,285 Investments from 2018 to 2020 include payments. 
to MPRB for two successfully completed parks:  

Water Works and 26th Ave N Overlook.

Sources of Income

55+17+16+8+4
Individuals  54% 
Special Projects  17% 
Foundations  16% 
Government  8% 
Corporations  4% 

54%

17%

16%

8%
4%

Expenses

63+17+20
Program  63% 
Fundraising  17% 
Management   20% 
 & General 

63%
17%

20%



4800 Minnehaha Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55417

mplsparksfoundation.org

@ MplsParksFoundation

@ MplsParksFoundation

@ MplsParksFndtn

Board of Directors
Stuart Ackerberg* 
Chief Executive Officer 
Ackerberg Group

Zakaria Aden  
Global Deals Strategy Manager 
Visa

Nima Ahmadi (TREASURER)  
Healthcare Entrepreneur 

Kelsey Arneson Metzger 
Director of Strategy 
Prestige Beverage Group

Dan Avchen* 
Executive Director of Strategic 
Growth (retired) 
Hammel, Green and Abrahamson

Sue Bennett 
Mental Health Counselor (retired) 
Private Practice

Karin Birkeland (SECRETARY) 
Partner (retired) 
Faegre Baker Daniels

Dorothy Bridges* 
Senior Vice President (retired) 
Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis

Shelley Carthen Watson 
President & CEO 
YWCA Minneapolis

Yuan “Daniel” Cheng 
Assistant Professor 
Humphrey School of Public Affairs 
University of Minnesota

Matthew Duditch 
Business Line Chief Risk Officer &  
Senior Vice President, Operational Risk 
U.S. Bank

Sarah Duniway (CHAIR)  
Partner 
Lathrop GPM 

Erick Garcia Luna* 
Director of Regional Outreach 
Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis

Joe Gibbons 
Senior Vice President and  
Private Wealth Manager  
Gibbons, Blasko & Associates,  
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management

Jocelyn Hale 
Partner 
MillerHale Associates

Jay Halvorson 
Community Leader

Keith Holloman (VICE CHAIR) 
Principal Clinical  
Research Specialist  
Medtronic

Joseph Humke 
Executive VP, General Counsel  
and Secretary 
Graco, Inc.

Angelica Klebsch* 
Director of Community  
Partnerships and Investment 
Second Harvest Heartland

Mary McCarthy* 
Community Leader

Paul Reyelts* 
CFO (retired) 
Valspar Corporation

Heath Rudduck 
Chief Creative Officer 
Padilla

Jasmine Russell  
Founder & CEO  
Monicat Data 

Jean Sazevich  
Philanthropy Consultant

Heidi Schmidt  
Marketing Manager 
RSP Architects

Michael A. Shelton  
Executive Director  
Heritage Youth Sports Foundation

Karen Trouba 
Senior Vice President 
Bank of America

Pahoua Yang Hoffman  
Senior Vice President of  
Government & Community Relations 
HealthPartners

* completed term in 2022

Ex Officio
Al Bangoura 
Superintendent, Minneapolis 
Park & Recreation Board

Jacob Frey  
Mayor, City of Minneapolis

Becka Thompson  
Commissioner, District 2  
Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board 

People for Parks Fund 
Advisory Committee
Jasmine Russell (CHAIR) 
Matt Bourque* 
Jay Halvorson  
Jennifer Herman Spiller 
Judy Hohmann 
Angelica Klebsch* 
Miluska Novota 
Dan Peterson 
Jean Sazevich 
Marsha Yang

Staff
Jennifer Downham 
Chief Development Officer

Tom Evers 
Executive Director

Matt Karl 
Business & Administration Director

Madeleine Koski 
Development  
Communications Coordinator

Janette Law 
Director of Communications

Shawn Lewis 
Project Coordinator

Christine Moir 
Development Manager

Vicky Soukaseum 
Director of Projects

Making An Impact
Parks exist at the intersection of today’s most pressing issues. 
Scan to read about the five Guiding Principles represented 
on the cover that shape our work: Advance Equity & Cultural 
Inclusion, Foster Community Health & Wellbeing, Deepen 
Connections to the Natural World, Strengthen Climate Change 
Resiliency, Spark Economic Vitality.

The Minneapolis Parks Foundation transforms human lives through parks and public spaces by aligning philanthropic investment and community vision.
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