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“If you have faith in the future greatness of your city, do not shrink from 
securing while you may such areas as will be adequate to the wants 
of such a city… Look forward for a century, to the time when the city 
has a population of a million, and think what will be their wants.” 

      — Horace W. S. Cleveland, 1883 

Marking its 20th anniversary in 2023, the Minneapolis Parks Foundation saw its 
most successful fundraising year, securing nearly $13.5 million from our generous 
community of donors. Since our start, your commitment to the Minneapolis Parks 
Foundation has helped to deliver more than $42 million to parks, programs, and 
improvements through Minneapolis’s world-class system. Thank you! 

As we look to the future of the Parks Foundation, we are motivated by the goals 
laid out in our 2023-2027 strategic plan. Together, we plan to generate $100 million 
of new philanthropic investment for our parks over the next 10 years in forms that 
complement public funding, deliver the greatest benefit to our community, and help 
lead to a more equitable park system. 

Celebrating 20 Years of Growth 

A Passion for the Parks 
An enthusiastic cyclist,  
swimmer, and parks supporter, 
Minneapolis Parks Foundation’s  
new interim executive director 
Jocelyn Hale is also a nonprofit  
leader recognized for her work 
championing equity and inclusion. 

“What drew me to the Minneapolis Parks Foundation,” she says, “is 
that they’re on fire these days with a visionary strategic plan that is 
focused on making sure everybody in our city has the same access 
to this great park system.” 

Jocelyn Hale

Tom Evers, Sunrise on the Mississippi

Thank You 
We’d like to thank Tom Evers, who stepped down as 
Minneapolis Parks Foundation’s executive director  
at the end of 2023  
after serving the  
foundation for  
close to a decade. 
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Minneapolis Riverfront, looking south over the Lowry Bridge

Dear Friends, 

As we marked the Minneapolis park system’s 140th anniversary in 2023, and the Minneapolis 
Parks Foundation’s 20th year, it’s been a natural time to reflect on the fascinating history of our 
Minneapolis parks, and the visionary leaders who made it all possible. 

Back in 1883, when the legendary landscape architect Horace Cleveland first unveiled his plans 
for building the Grand Rounds and revealing the natural features that now define our parks, he 
told commissioners that their greatest challenge would be in thinking beyond the standards 
of the moment, and holding space and imagination for what’s yet to come. Building beautiful 
parks and inspiring public spaces, he reminded them, “is a work for all time,” with rewards 
that may not be returned for decades or even generations: “Look forward for a century, to the 
time when the city has a population of a million, and think what will be their wants.” 

At the Minneapolis Parks Foundation, looking forward is what we do best. From inviting 
international thought leaders to help us imagine a more equitable future through our Next 
Generation of Parks series, to the endowment fund we’re building with generous support from 
people like you. Our mission is about more than protecting and preserving the world-class 
parks we have today — it’s about ensuring they’re even better tomorrow. 

Imagining the future of parks was also a great strength of our departing executive director Tom 
Evers, whose nine years of exceptional service helped to create the vision, the strong relation-
ships, and the organizational capacity to support our innovative public/private partnership with 
the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board. 

That forward thinking is also the lens we’re using to support projects like the new Spark’d 
Studio at Harrison Recreation Center, meeting young people where they are today with state-
of-the-art technology, and mentorship and training to take them where they want to go in the 
future. It’s the reason we love reading the submissions for our People for Parks Fund grants, 
and supporting new ideas for ensuring that diverse communities see themselves through 
the parks. Looking forward is also the fuel behind the recent launch of Transforming North 
Commons, the $20 million capital campaign that’s about to demonstrate the myriad ways parks 
of the future can provide safer, healthier, and better connected neighbors and neighborhoods. 

Creating parks that can serve us better now and long into the future is indeed “the work of all 
time,” and it wouldn’t be possible without the support of the people whose names appear in this 
annual report. Thank you for the creativity, trust, commitment, and generosity you bring to our 
exceptional Minneapolis parks. 

Sincerely, 

Spring 2024 

Jasmine Russell 
Board Vice Chair

Sarah Duniway 
Board Chair

“Through his great leadership and good cheer over 
the last decade, Tom Evers really put the Minneapolis 
Parks Foundation on the map as the lead philanthropic 
supporter of our city’s parks and as an independent 
voice and advocate for equity throughout our park 
system. A true believer for what’s possible through 
the parks, Tom championed visionary projects like the 
RiverFirst Initiative, pulled together a terrific team, and 
positioned the Parks Foundation for continued success 
as we dive into the North Commons campaign.” 

— Dorothy Bridges  
former board chair of the Minneapolis Parks Foundation 
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Big Ideas for  
Even Better Parks 
Our popular Next Generation 
of Parks Event Series 
returned to form in 2023, 
with presentations from 
thought leaders exploring 
the intersection of public design, social justice, 
and community health. This past year, renowned 
landscape architect Mikyoung Kim shared how  
parks and play can restore our post-pandemic 
world; Latino Outdoors founder José González 
explored how nature can heal severed communities; 
and MPRB Superintendent Al Bangoura reflected 
on the state of our parks as the Minneapolis parks 
system celebrated its 140th anniversary. 

On Common Ground 

Your support for the Minneapolis Parks Foundation 
helped bring more parks lovers together… 

José Gonzáles, Healing Severed Connections, Next Generation of Parks Event
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Cool Connections 
With Minneapolis Parks Foundation support, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board secured an 

historic easement along the riverfront that will make it possible to connect North Minneapolis through 
a new 1,000-foot trail link. When it’s complete in late 2024, the trail will connect the Great Northern 

Greenway Overlook to the downtown riverfront and the 51-mile Grand Rounds National Scenic Byway, 
which runs through most of Minneapolis as a continuous dedicated bike trail and walking path. Grand Rounds Biking Trail
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Redefining a Rec Center 
In 2023, the Harrison Recreation Center was transformed into a 
creative-technology makerspace, equipped with everything from 
audio mixers and 3D printers to video production equipment and 
art supplies. This Spark’d Studio was made possible with help 
from the Best Buy Foundation. 

Photo cutline

A New Riverview 
Apprentices from Juxtaposition Arts’ 
Environmental Design Studio found 
a fresh new platform for telling 
community stories, tying hundreds 
of recycled plastic conduits into 
the chain link fence at CenterPoint 
Energy’s 26th Avenue facility. 
Spelling out the word “Riverview,” 
the installation reflects on the site’s 
past as the Riverview Supper Club, a 
storied North Minneapolis nightclub, 
while inviting viewers to see the 
Mississippi in a new way as more of 
the city’s riverfront is reimagined as 
and transformed to park land. 

Spark’d Studios Summer Video Production Camp

Posters for Parks Show 
The Posters for Parks event in October was another record-
setter, with more than 885 participants who took home more 
than 970 limited edition original posters created by 44 local 
artists. With proceeds split 50-50 between artists and the 
Minneapolis Parks Foundation’s People for Parks Fund, the 
festive annual pop-up party has become a favorite for arts 
and parks lovers alike. 
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Power to the Parks 
From fresh veggie gardens and free 
sailing days on Bde Maka Ska, to 
bilingual fishing clinics and pickleball 
for all, the projects supported by the 
People for Parks Fund are all about 
removing barriers and encouraging 
people from all walks of life to see 
themselves in the parks. With your 
support in 2023, the People for Parks 
Fund awarded more than $57,000 
to 11 different programs, including 
free swimming lessons, and kayaking 
experiences for BIPOC communities. 

Sailing on Bde Maka Ska

Riverview, at 26th Ave N.

Posters for Parks Show

©
 M

P
R

B

©
 M

in
ne

ap
ol

is
 S

ai
lin

g 
C

en
te

r



6 Annual Report 2023-24

Improving the health of nearly 12,000 kids within walking 
distance of North Minneapolis’s iconic park is just one of  
the reasons the Minneapolis Parks Foundation is making… 

“When that bell goes off they come streaming in,” says Se’Anna Johnson, the Youth 
Specialist at North Commons Park. Everyday about 100 kids walk over from school 

to play ball, do homework, horse around, and grab snacks 
provided in partnership with Minneapolis Public Schools. 

“For a lot of these kids, they’re here from three to nine 
nearly every day. We’re their home away from home.” 

The Case for North Commons
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North Plaza Entry

Se’Anna Johnson©
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What happens during those hours between 
school and home can make a critical difference 
in the physical, mental, and emotional health  
of kids. That’s why healthy youth development 
has emerged as one of the goals the whole 
community shares when it comes to transforming  
North Commons Park for the next generation. 

“The opportunity to make a real difference in the 
overall community health of North Minneapolis, 
especially for young people who depend on the 
park, has been a really compelling part of this 
project,” Minneapolis Parks Foundation’s project 
manager Shawn Lewis says about the years 
of community engagement that contributed to 
the $35 million renovation/expansion plan. “We 
know there are some serious health disparities 
for people in North Minneapolis, and we believe 
that a healthy, thriving park with responsive 
programming is one of the tools we can use to 
close those gaps.” 

Life expectancy for the residents of North 
Minneapolis is lower than the city-wide average, 
while the rates of childhood obesity and asthma 
hospitalizations are two to five times more 
common. But Dr. Kevin Gilliam, primary care 
physician and medical director of NorthPoint 
Health and Wellness Center, says parks can be 
part of the prescription for better health. 
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Water Park,  
Water Slide, and Lap Pool

Record-Setting Support 
Transforming North Commons Park is a  
$20 million capital campaign to create a 
best-in-class neighborhood park, rec center, 
and water park for North Minneapolis. The 
largest investment ever made in a Minneap-
olis neighborhood park, the project has also 
secured the largest private donation ever 
made to the Minneapolis Parks Foundation— 
a $10 million grant from an anonymous donor.  

North Commons Park

Scan to learn more  
about the improvements  
made possible by  
Transforming North  
Commons Park, visit  
NorthCommons.org or call Jennifer Downham, 
Chief Development Officer at 612.822.3401. 

Carlson Family Foundation 

Martha Gabbert 

Al and Kathy Lenzmeier 

Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation 

The Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies Fund 
of the Saint Paul and Minnesota Foundation 

The WEM Foundation 

Leadership Donors

“The WEM Foundation has been a proud supporter 
of the creative and resilient communities of North 
Minneapolis. We know North Commons Park is 
a critical player when it comes to serving youth 
and promoting healthy connections for families, 
and we’re inspired by the community’s ambitious 
vision for the park’s future. By supporting the park, 
we’re also supporting the promise and potential of 
a new generation of North Minneapolis families.” 

 — Jim Hield  
President, The WEM Foundation 

Open Swim
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“Our cultivated and  
natural space impacts  
our health broadly, and 
when there’s more  
ready access to those 
green spaces we tend 
to exercise and be more 

active generally,” says Gilliam, who also serves 
on an advisory committee of local nonprofits  
and businesses looking at ways to leverage  
North Commons Park and its programs to 
provide more opportunities for youth develop-
ment and community connections. “Any kind  
of work I can do to encourage people to engage 
more in natural spaces, the better.” 

While improved park spaces can get the public 
moving more, new community gathering spaces 
planned for North Commons can also host 
inspiring wellness programs, like the series 
Johnson recently offered at the rec center with 
presentations on food and mood, yoga, food and 
mindfulness, and v-step, a hip-hop-centered 
aerobics class. “It’s good to remind people that 
you really don’t need to pay to get a good workout,” 
she says. “Just take a minute to dance a little bit, 
step it out, and you’re going to feel better.” 

Fieldhouse

Dr Kevin Gilliam
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Heritage Oak Society 
Recognizing donors who have thoughtfully  
included the Minneapolis Parks Foundation  

in their estate plans. 

Bruce and Terry Anderson 
John and Laura Crosby** 

Jayson Drake 
Mary Ann and Harold Feldman** 

Sylvia and Robert Fine 
Meg Forney and Jon Fagerson 

Marvin Gilman** 
Rick Groger and Don Yager 

Jocelyn Hale and Glenn Miller 
Gary Hektner 

Steve and Sam Boren King 
Duane and Mary Alice Krohnke 

Leighton Ladd 
Mike Vennewitz and Rep. Diane Loeffler 

June Prange and Carolyn Schurr** 
Peter Steinert** 

Bill Wojcik 
Anonymous (4) 

**Gifts realized 

Sue Bennett 
David Dayton and Mary Bolla 

Judy Dayton 
Richard Erickson and Bonnie Bottoms 

Martha Gabbert 
Steve and Sam Boren King 

Mary McCarthy and Brian Zelickson 
Greg McNeely 

Kelsey Arneson Metzger and Tom Metzger 
Elizabeth Redleaf 

Paul and Mary Reyelts 
Dr. and Mrs. Paul L. Trump 

Frank and Frances Wilkinson 
Angus and Margaret Wurtele 

Anonymous 

Horace Cleveland Circle 
Recognizing the significant contribution of  
donors who have made cumulative general  

operating gifts of $50,000 or more. 

When it comes to deciding what to do 
with her charitable donations, Martha 
Gabbert looks for ways to make as 
much impact as possible. “My strategy 
for giving is to look for organizations 
whose objectives align with mine, and 
that have the organizational capacity  
to translate my gift to much larger 
gifts from people with greater capacity,” 
she says. “That’s why supporting the 
campaign for North Commons Park 
seemed so right to me.” 

A former board member for the Minneapolis 
Parks Foundation, and a long-time parks lover, 
Gabbert was eager to lend her support to the 
renovation of North Commons, making the very 
first gift to the $20 million capital campaign 
after taking a tour of the current facilities with 
Minneapolis Parks Foundation staff members. 

“Parks matter to me, especially those that 
serve underserved communities,” she says. 

“But I also admire the inclusive process the 
Minneapolis Parks Foundation has taken in 
working with the community to support what 
North Minneapolis neighbors want to see in 
their parks. That kind of process takes time, 
but I believe it will make for a better outcome.” 

Gabbert’s early gift of $500,000 helped 
the Minneapolis Parks Foundation gather 
momentum during the quiet phase of the 
campaign, helping to leverage a challenge 
grant from the Richard M. Schulze Family 
Foundation and leadership donations from  
the Carlson Family Foundation, the Margaret 
A. Cargill Fund at the Saint Paul and Minnesota 
Foundation, WEM, and Al and Kathy Lenzmeier. 

“From the start, Martha has been eager to 
support the North Minneapolis community 
through this project, and she saw clearly how 
her own generosity could generate interest 
and excitement from others,” says Jennifer 
Downham, Minneapolis Parks Foundation’s 
Chief Development Officer. “Thanks to that 
early support, we’re halfway to our funding 
goal, and we’re in a much stronger position  
to make our case to the wider community.” 

Martha Gabbert (center) at the 26th Ave N Overlook 
with Tom Evers and Jennifer Downham 

From building excitement about next generation parks, to 
motivating more donors to make a commitment, early gifts 
to the Transforming North Commons campaign are… 

Making More Possible 
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Donovan and Rachel Walsh
Judy and William Walter
Eleanor and Fred Winston —  

The Longview Foundation
Susie Whitlock
Kim Wolson and Norman Abramson

$500 – $999 
Mark Addicks and Thomas Hoch 
Gary Baker and Sarah Ever t
Bob and Pam Berkwitz 
Archer Bondarenko  

Munificence Fund 
Steve Boyle 
Edna Brazaitis 
Gregory and Rebecca Brown 
John and Jane Burton 
Claire and John Butler 
Lennis Carpentier and Linda Arlien 
David Cheit 
Arnold Chu 
Cinda Collins 
Steve Euller and Nancy Roehr 
Margaret-Ellen Frankel 
Caroline Hale-Coldwell 
Donna Hanbery 
Carol and Bud Hayden 
Martha Hewett and Linda Varvel 
Wendy Holmes and David Frank 
Martin Koessel and Lise Wolff 
Gail Korell and Douglas Brown 
Gina Kressin-Ellis 
Paul and Barbara Kronlokken 
Hart and Susan Kuller 
Ann and Reid MacDonald 
Alice McGuiggan and Dale Olson 
Billy Menz 
Theodore and Judy Nagel 
Russ Nelson 
Emily and Will Nicoll 
Joan and Richard Niemiec 
Deniz and Larkin Perese 
Katherine Perry 
David and Susan Plimpton 
George and Catherine Puzak 
JuLee and John Rimarcik 
Jasmine Russell 
Jean Sazevich and David Hedlund 
Heidi Schmidt 
Thomas and Patricia Scott 
Carin and Bill Simpson 
Jennifer and Daniel Spiller 
Janis and James Stephenson 
Kathryn Timm 
Tracy Van Steenburgh and  

James Ladner 
Mary Vaughan 
Karen Viskochil 
Robert Whitlock and Peggy Weber 
Doris Wong and Allison Winter 
Pahoua Yang Hoffman 
Julie and Charlie Zelle 
Anonymous (1) 

Diane and Richard Madlon-Kay 
Lucy C Mitchell — 

The Longview Foundation 
Leni and David Moore 
Josh Wolszon and Lauren Banach 
Anonymous (2) 

$1,000 – $2,499 
Al Bangoura and Kendra Lewis 
Margit and Tom Berg 
Jan Breyer 
Vanessa Brown-McGuire 
Robert Bruininks and  

Susan Hagstrum 
Allan and Mary Lou Burdick 
Albert and Susan Colianni 
Patty Connelly 
Ron and Joan Cornwell 
Jay and Page Cowles 
Sherry Ann and Edward Dayton 
Mary C Dolan —  

The Longview Foundation 
Julie and Ted Dyste 
Nancy Evert 
Charles and Anne Ferrell 
Maria Finke and Ryan Erdmie r
Bernhard and Heidi Fokken 
Susan Gerstner and  

Daniel Carlsen
Jerry Green and Chris Foster
Ken Hartung 
Colleen Hogenson 
Michelle and Dave Horan 
Penny Hunt 
Erin Husted 
Craig and Jean Jentz 
William Kindler 
Ryan Klath 
Molly Koppel 
Lawrence Levine 
John and Nancy Lindahl 
Mary McCarthy and  

Brian Zelickson 
Michelle Mundt 
Kate and Stuart Nielsen 
Erick Nordenson 
Ann and Kevin Quiring 
Rickie and John Ressler 
Jennifer Ringold 
Cathleen Ryan and  

Doris Engibous 
Terry Saario and Lee Lynch 
Bryan Schmidt 
Chris Soldin 
Thomas and Pat Sugrue 
Bradley and Lauren Sundick 
Mike and Betsy Taylor 
Karen Trouba 
Ronald and Carol Vantine 
Peter Vaughan and Cathy Anson 
Nancy and Douglas Verdier 

*In-kind donations

Institutional Supporters 

$100,000 and above 
Carlson Family Foundation 
Margaret A. Cargill Fund  

of the Saint Paul &  
Minnesota Foundation 

Richard M. Schulze  
Family Foundation 

The WEM Foundation 

$25,000 - $50,000 
Bank of America  

Charitable Foundation 
Edward R. Bazinet  

Charitable Foundation 
Manitou Fund 

$15,000 - $24,999 
Ameriprise Financial 
Best Buy Foundation 
George Family Foundation 
Hubbard Broadcasting  

Foundation 
Lathrop GPM* 

$10,000 - $14,999 
Carmichael Lynch 
CenterPoint Energy 
Minnesota Public Radio* 
Saint Anthony Falls  

Heritage Board 

$5,000 - $9,999 
Larry Fitzgerald Foundation 
Nancy Somers  

Family Foundation 
NFL Foundation 

$2,500 – $4,99 9 
Barr Engineering 
Charles H. Clay Family  

CLAT Trust 
Elizabeth C. Quinlan 

Foundation 
Landscape Structures 
Mississippi Watershed  

Management Organization 
Surdna Foundation 
Mill City Museum* 
The Minneapolis Foundation
The Minneapolis Park  

and Recreation Board* 
U.S. Bank Foundation — 

Matching Gift Program 
United Properties 
University of Minnesota — 

College of Design* 

$1,000 – $2,499 
Bank of America 
Damon Farber  

Landscape Architects 
Goff Public 
H+U Construction 
HGA Architects and 

Engineers 
James Nystrom Foundation 
Minnesota Vikings Football 
Open Systems Technologies 
Padilla 
Richter Family Foundation 
Roers Investments LLC 
Sea Salt Eatery* 
Softcrylic, LLC 
Spiller L’Chaim Fund 
The Crosswols Foundation  

c/o Chilton Trust 
Tlalli Collaborative 
U.S. Bank 
Walker Family Foundation 
Woychick Design 

Up to $999 
106 Group 
AmazonSmile Foundation 
Ameriprise Financial — 

Matching Gifts 
Apple 
Aune Fernandez Landscape 

Architects 
Best Buy Company — 

Company Match 
Boston Scientific 
C.H. Robinson 
Dayton King Foundation 
Eide Bailly LLP 
Elasticsearch 
General Mills Foundation 
Google 
Locus Architecture 
Lowry Hill Liquors 
Lululemon 
Medtronic 
Nokomis Chiropractic 
Oracle 
Piper Sandler 
Prime Therapeutics 
Replace Inc. 
Room 34 Creative Services* 
Securian Financial Group 
Stryker Corporation 
Taste of Minnesota 
The Loppet Foundation 
The Lowbrow 
Thrivent Financial —  

Choice Dollars 
Thrivent Financial Foundation 
Voya Foundation 

$100,000 and above 
C. Curtis Dunnavan Fund 
Barbara Lupient 

$20,000-$50,000 
David Dayton and Mary Bolla 
Laurence and Terrilyn Diamond 
Martha Gabbert 
Greg McNeely 

$10,000 – $19,999 
Kelsey Arneson Metzger  

and Tom Metzger 
Karin Birkeland and Lee Mitau 
Sarah Duniway and David Brauer 
Steve and Sam Boren King 
Paul and Mary Reyelts 
Kenneth and Janet Talle 
Dr. and Mrs. Paul L. Trump 
Frank and Frances Wilkinson 

$5,000 – $9,999 
Mike and Celia Davis 
Matthew Duditch and  

Elizabeth Karelse-Duditch 
Richard Erickson and  

Bonnie Bottoms 
Ellen Grace 
Jocelyn Hale and Glenn Miller 
Kathy and Allen Lenzmeier 
Peggy and David Lucas 
Leslie Vaughan 
Michael Vennewitz 

$2,500 – $4,999 
Nima Ahmadi and Mia Divecha 
Bruce and Martha Atwater 
Sue Bennett 
Camille Burke 
Meg Forney and Jon Fagerson 
Roger Hale and Nor Hall 
Jay and Peggy Halvorson 
Liz and Van Hawn 
Gail Jones 

Individual Supporters 

continues on page 10

Thank You, Donors 

Since our founding 20 years ago, contributions from individual 
and institutional donors like those recognized below have 
totaled more than $42 million for transformative parks. 
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Bernadette Masur 
Samuel and Patricia 

McCullough 
Shawn McDermott 
Katherine McKinstry 
Alicia McMurray 
Martha Meyer-Von Blon and 

Thomas Meyer 
Laura Meyer 
Lindsey Miller 
David Mott 
Kevina and Lee Munnich 
Katherine Murphy 
Steffanie and Matthew Musich 
Gloria Vallejo and Adam Nathe 
Anne Norris 
Miluska Novota 
Julia and Brian Palmer 
Richard and Suzanne Pepin 
Jose Peris and Diana Gulden 
Daniel Peterson 
Linnea and Steve Peterson 
Tina Ham Peterson and  

Ric Peterson 
Mary Porte r
Katherine Richardson 
Julie Rochat 
George Rosar 
Gordon and Maureen Rudd 
Mark and Marie Ruhe 
Lillian and Doug Ryan 
Elizabeth Smith 
Scott Staupe 
William Sternberg 
Kristina Streed 
Daniel Suchta 
Marcia Townley 
Anne and Tom Ulseth 
Joyce and Bob Warshawsky 
Elizabeth and  

Andrew Wielinski 
Jess Wood 
Aaron and Erika Zabler 
Anonymous (3) 

$100 – $249 
Michael and  

Dominique Allinder 
Anita Anderson 
Carol Anderson 
Ann and Jim Andre 
David and Nancy Anson 
Marcia and Brad Ballinge r
Timothy Bardell 
Ken Bearman and  

Karla Larsen 
John Becker 
Laura Bednarski 
Toni Beitz 
Darlynn Benjamin 

$250 – $499 
Stuart Ackerberg 
Irene Alderson 
Kristi Anderson 
Bridget Anderson 
Brian Anderson and  

Leeann Rock 
Leslie Anson Von Wangenheim 
Mary Kay Arthur 
Lee Bachman 
Beverly Bajus 
Kimberly Beckendorf 
Daniel Beer 
Kim and Carol Bemis 
Alita Bergan 
Jane Blanch 
Celia Boren 
Leann Britton 
Yuan “Daniel” Cheng and  

Lujie Ye 
Michelle Coady and  

Susan Sullivan 
Wendy and David Coggins 
Laura Coleman 
Bridget Compton 
Jill Conzemius 
John and Martha Cosgrove 
Mary Daschner 
Lexie DeVries 
Elizabeth and Brian Dillon 
Molly Fox 
Kathleen Gavin and Philip Bither 
Allen Gooch 
Kathleen Graham 
Wade Gulbransen 
Dana Habeck 
Nichol Hadler 
Carrie and Richard Higgins 
Paul Hodapp 
Mark Holmberg 
Antoine Jackson 
Mary and Fred Jahnke 
Jennifer Jensen 
Thomas and Julie Johns 
Jean Johnson 
Karin Kehr-Dzieweczynski 
Wen-Tsai King 
Kimberly Kivens 
Steven Lader 
Kate and Ian Lamers 
Holly and Barrs Lewis 
Noreen and Steve Linney 
Martin and Marilyn Lipschultz 
Henry and Ginny Llop 
Ray Lockman 
Mary Lynch and Kurt Kelsey 
Joan Madden 
Holly Mann 
Jane and James Martin 

Kathleen Bennett 
Elisabeth Bennett  
Barry Berg and Walter Tambor
John Bergford 
Marisa Bhargava 
Thomas Bird and  

Catherine Shreves 
Jen Bisenius 
Judy Blaseg 
Marsha Blumenthal 
Terrence Bongard 
David Booth and Ann Tobin 
Lisa Bormann and Frank Ulrich 
Christopher Boyer 
Will and Margaret Bracken 
Diane Bradley-Lewis 
Mark Brandow 
John Briel 
Noah Brown 
Richard Brownlee 
Carolyn and Philip Brunelle 
Jon and Cathy Buggy 
Ann Calvert 
William and  

Constance Cameron 
Carl Campbell 
Mary Cavanagh 
Rebecca Celis 
Frank and Kathie Cerra 
Linda Christianson 
Ruth Colby 
Robin Conniff 
Sandy Culpepper 
Paula and Cy DeCosse 
Barbara Deines 
Adam Demers 
Paula Denman and  

John Dewitt 
Pamela Desnick 
Patricia Edman 
Paul Egeland 
Peter Eisenberg and  

Mary Cajacob 
Jane Emison 
Bart and Sandy Epstein 
John Farrell 
Dennis and Karen Fenster 
Tom Fisher and  

Claudia Wielgorecki 
Drinal Foster 
Robert Foster 
Linda Ganister 
Patti and Gregory Gaurkee 
E Peter and Julia Gillette 
Terri Gold 
Barbara Goldner 
Kathleen Graber 
Betty Grant and Will Casey 
John Groen 
Tom and Mary Gross 

Seymour Gross 
Katherine Grumstrup and 

Michael Bing 
Gary Gustafson 
Roger Hagedorn and  

Ann Richards 
Jennifer Halcrow 
Susan Hansen 
Shawntera Hardy 
Lisa Harnack 
Amy Harris 
Janice Heasley 
Julaine and David Heit 
Amy Hernanzes 
Tom Hetzel and Bonnie Warhol 
Cynthia Hill 
Lisa Hondros and  

Steve Christenson 
Kerry and Douglas Hoverson 
Tom Huberty 
Sam and Greg Ingraham 
Greg Inman 
A.H. Jackson 
Emily Jarrett Hughes and 

Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew 
Paul Johnson 
Brad Junilla 
Nancy Kaiser 
Laura Kaliebe 
Hannah Karns 
Nate Kass 
John Keefe 
Matthew Kelly 
Tim and Sue Kennedy 
Kendall King 
Robert and Andrea Kircher 
Sarita Krishnan and  

Colin Wiesner 
Steven Landberg 
Craig and Kathy Larsen 
Joan Larson 
Kate Law 
Ben and Ruth Leadholm 
Stacy Lee 
Christine Levens 
Carrie and Nicholas Lindahl 
Scott and Paula Litman 
Zechariah Lockrem 
Timothy and Susanna Lodge 
Christopher and Carol Long 
Bruce and Stephanie Lunning 
Patricia and  

Sherman Malkerson 
Gail Manning and  

David Richards 
Austin and Susan Mason 
Barbara Mauzy 
Linda Maytan 
Michael and  

Frances McCloskey 

continued from page 9

Mary Kate McKelvey and  
Chris Bercaw 

Anne McLaughlin and  
William Drake 

Julie McNally 
Terry and Mary McNellis 
Susan and Geoff Michael 
Joy Miciano 
Renee Mikkalson 
Dan Miller 
Phyllis Minehart 
Jim and Carol Moller 
Patricia Moran 
Patricia Mullen and  

Beverly Miller 
Gretchan Musicant 
Gary and Claire Nelson 
Richard and Mary Nelson 
Andrew Nelson 
David and Sheryll Norback 
Lauren Nuffort 
Jessica Oh 
Nancy Olesen 
Beth Olson 
Vivian Orey 
Lucia Patel 
William and Suzanne Payne 
Lesley and Jayson Pereira 
Gina Peterson 
Lindsey Phillips 
Susan Pilarski and Sue Vikse 
Peggy and Edward Pluimer 
Sally Polk 
Ea Porter 
Nylce Prada Myers  

and Jack Myers 
Kelly Ptacek 
Lora Pyka and David Abel 
Kathryn and  

Richard Quackenbush 
Michael Rainville 
Jerry and Louise Ribnick 
Brian Rice 
Lou Riebe 
Thomas and Gwynn Rosen 
Susan Rottunda 
Steve and Wendy Rubin 
Heath and Rebecca Rudduck 
James and Dianne Safley 
Sheva and Thomas Sanders 
Ryan Saunders 
Denise Scharlemann  

and Robert Cochrane 
Diane Scherber 
June Schifsky 
William Schlichting 
Peter and Barb Schmitt 
Jenny Schoeneman 
Mary Schmacher 
Vicky Sherman 

Deborah Shipp 
Abbey and Timothy  

Showalter-Loch 
Katie Simon-Dastych 
Anne Simpson 
Leah Smith 
Brett and Katherine Smith 
Robin Smothers 
Kristen Spargo 
Peter Spink 
Karen Steiner 
Stacy Stidger 
Morris Stockburger 
Marcia and John Stout 
Joanne Strakosch 
John and Linda Sumner 
Carolyn and Leslie Svendsen 
Janet and Craig Swan 
Marypat and Peter Takacs 
Peter Thill 
Lucy Thompson 
Becka Thompson 
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John Villerius 
Jo Vos 
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Michael and Deborah Webster 
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and Carolyn Deters 
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Elizabeth Wray and  
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Marsha Yang 
Gordon Young
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Laurie Zenner 
Manly Zimmerman 
Jehanne and Thomas Zirps 
Harvey Zuckman and  

Phil Oxman 
Dave and Sue Zwickey 
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The People for Parks Fund exists to advance under-supported projects and 
programs in Minneapolis parks. Since its start four years ago, the fund has 
delivered nearly $150,000 in grant support for community-driven ideas. 

2023 Financial Statements 

65+20+1565%

20%

15%

53+25+15+6+153%

25%

15%

6%

Program  65% 
Management   20% 
 & General 
Fundraising  15% 

Expenses

Foundations  53% 
Individuals  25% 
Investment Income  15% 
Corporations  6% 
Government  1% 

Sources of Income

2021 2022 2023 

$34,880 

$48,270 

$57,570 

People for Parks Fund Grant Investments  

Income/Expense Statement (Unrestricted)  2023 

Income

Contributions 933,603 

North Commons Campaign Support 1,384,388 

Government Grants 23,600 

Fundraising Events 143,387 

Investment & Other Income 508, 995 

Total Income $2,993,973

Expense 

Program Expenses 1,175,899 

Core Mission-Support Services 

 Finance, HR, Board, Operations 372,926 

 Development 266,948 

Total Expense $1,815,773 

Change in Net Assets $1,178,200 

Balance Sheet 12/31/2023 

Assets

Cash & Cash-Equivalents 2,005,073 

Pledges Receivable 2,500 

North Commons Capital Campaign 11,528,823 

RiverFirst Capital Campaign 240,418 

Other Assets 18,348 

Total Assets $13,795,162

Liabilities 

Accounts Payable 4,538 

North Commons Capital Campaign 9,690,717 

RiverFirst Capital Campaign 240,418 

Other Liabilities 84,580 

Total Liabilities $10,020,253

Net Assets 

Unrestricted 

 Undesignated 1,896,966 

 Operating Reserve 491,000 

 Endowment 25,000 

 Total Unrestricted $2,412,966 

Temporarily Restricted (Programs) $957,347 

Permanently Restricted (Endowment)  $404,594 

Total Net Assets $3,774,907 
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The Minneapolis Parks Foundation transforms human lives through parks and public spaces by aligning philanthropic investment and community vision. 

Board of Directors 
Zakaria Aden  
Global Deals Strategy Manager 
Visa 

Nima Ahmadi  
Healthcare Entrepreneur 

Kelsey Arneson Metzger  
Director of Strategy  
Prestige Beverage Group 

Sue Bennett*  
Mental Health Counselor (retired) 
Private Practice

Karin Birkeland (SECRETARY)  
Partner (retired)  
Faegre Baker Daniels 

Shelley Carthen Watson  
President & CEO  
YWCA Minneapolis 

Yuan “Daniel” Cheng  
Associate Professor  
Humphrey School of Public Affairs  
University of Minnesota 

Matthew Duditch (TREASURER)  
Chief Operational Risk Officer  
U.S. Bank 

Sarah Duniway (CHAIR)  
Partner  
Lathrop GPM 

Joe Gibbons*  
Senior Vice President —  
Private Wealth Management  
Gibbons, Blasko & Associates,  
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management 

Jocelyn Hale**  
Partner  
MillerHale Associates 

Jay Halvorson  
Community Leader 

Keith Holloman**  
Clinical Research Program Manager  
Medtronic 

Joseph Humke 
Executive VP, General Counsel  
and Corporate Secretary  
Graco, Inc. 

Miluska Novota  
Attorney  
Hortensia PLLC 

Randy Randolph  
Certified Clinical Perfusionist 
Emeritus (retired) 

Heath Rudduck 
Chief Creative Officer  
Padilla 

Jasmine Russell (VICE CHAIR)  
Founder & CEO  
Monicat Data 

Jean Sazevich  
Executive Director  
Wilson Foundation 

Heidi Schmidt  
Marketing Manager  
RSP Architects 

Karen Trouba  
Senior Vice President,  
Market Manager  
Bank of America 

Michael A. Shelton*  
Outreach Coordinator  
Twin Cities Rise 

Donovan Walsh  
Executive Management Consultant  
The Financial Services  
Consulting Group (TFSCG) 

Todd Western  
Senior Donor Advisor  
Greater Twin Cities United Way 

Craig Wilson  
Founding Partner  
Green Your Bottom Line 

Pahoua Yang Hoffman*  
Senior Vice President of  
Government & Community Relations  
HealthPartners 

* Completed term in 2023 
** On leave from board in 2024 

Al Bangoura  
Superintendent, Minneapolis  
Park and Recreation Board 

Jacob Frey  
Mayor, City of Minneapolis 

Charles Rucker  
Commissioner, At-Large  
Minneapolis Park and  
Recreation Board 

Becka Thompson*  
Commissioner, District 2  
Minneapolis Park and  
Recreation Board 

Ex Officio 

Jennifer Downham  
Chief Development Officer 

Jocelyn Hale  
Interim Executive Director 

Madeleine Koski  
Development Manager 

Shawn Lewis  
Project Manager 

Lizzy Lynn  
Development &  
Database Coordinator 

Shelly Maguire-Kuyatt  
Business & Administration Manager 

Christine Moir  
Director of Development 

Staff 

Zakaria Aden 
Marisa Bhargava 
Jay Halvorson 
Judy Hohmann 
Kelsey Johnson 
Irene Jones 
Kymberly Jordan 
Miluska Novota (CHAIR) 

Daniel Peterson 
Randy Randolph 
Jasmine Russell* 
Jennifer Herman Spiller 
Marsha Yang* 

People for Parks Fund 
Advisory Committee 

Karin Birkeland 
Shelley Carthen Watson 
Sarah Duniway 
Aretha Green-Rupert (CO-CHAIR) 

Keith Holloman 
Kate Lamers 
Mallory Mitchell 
Becka Thompson 
Karen Trouba (CO-CHAIR) 

Todd Western 

North Commons 
Campaign Committee 

An iconic neighborhood park that serves one of the youngest, most diverse and most 
densely populated communities in the state, North Minneapolis’s North Commons Park 
is about to become a Next Generation Park with exceptional  
youth programming, inviting green gathering spaces, and  
innovative places to play and connect on common ground. 

Join the community movement that’s making the largest  
investment ever made in a Minneapolis neighborhood park  
by making a gift today at NorthCommons.org. 

https://mplsparksfoundation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/mplsparksfoundation
https://www.instagram.com/mplsparksfoundation/
https://x.com/MplsParksFndtn

