
     

Leaving a Park Legacy 

The Minneapolis Parks Endowment  
 

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board and the Minneapolis Parks Foundation have long been dedicated to preserving 

and enhancing the natural beauty and accessibility of our parks. Our shared vision is to ensure that these green spaces 

continue to thrive for generations to come.  

This is why the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board and the Minneapolis Parks Foundation have created a forward-looking 

endowment.  

How the Endowment works  

Contributing to an endowment fund is like planting a tree—it’s a gift that will grow and continue to give back for generations 

to come. The Endowment will not supplant current or future public funding, it will provide Minneapolis parks with a 

separate, sustainable resource to secure funding for specific areas that are essential to the parks system.  

What the Endowment will support  

Funds distributed from the Endowment will provide additional support to the following efforts integral to Minneapolis parks. 
These areas were identified as components that are essential to the Minneapolis parks landscape but often lack sources of 
sustainable public funding.   

 Natural resources  
 The Endowment will support the restoration and maintenance of natural resources, including shoreline 

naturalization, forest disease and pest management, invasive species removal, and the care of the boulevard 
tree canopy.  

Historical Infrastructure  
 The Endowment will support the preservation of historic infrastructure, including the Stevens House, Ard Godfrey  
             House, Theodore Wirth Home, Eddie Manderville Chalet at Theodore Wirth Park, WPA-era walls and stairs.  

 Regional Park trail care and maintenance  
 The Endowment will support the care and maintenance of larger regional parks and trails, including formal 
garden upkeep, beach, dog park, and picnic area maintenance, as well as signage, trail maintenance and repair. 
 
 

Join the legacy  

The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board and the Minneapolis Parks Foundation are proud partners in supporting the future 

of Minneapolis parks. We invite the community to contribute to the Endowment fund and help us continue the legacy.  

To contribute to the Minneapolis Parks Endowment or to learn more about supporting Minneapolis parks please contact: 

• Jennifer Downham, Chief Development Officer at jdownham@mplsparksfoundation.org or  

• Genessis “Gen” Lopez, Giving Impact Officer at glopez@mplsparksfoundation.org  
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