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distance. “We see action 
now, and we can see this is 
going to be the centerpiece 
of a new Northside.” 

Strong support from 
Minneapolis Parks Foundation donors 
has helped to keep the project on pace for 
its planned 2027 opening, while ensuring 
that North Commons Park facilities 
are accessible to residents through 
the first year of construction. “There 
are a lot of promises that get made in 
underserved or disinvested communities, 

North Commons Park Groundbreaking

but when those promises 
aren’t kept, that leads 
to frustration,” says 
Shawn Lewis, who 
meets regularly with 
North Minneapolis 

residents in his role as Minneapolis 
Parks Foundation’s Community Relations 
Manager. “I think that’s why we’re seeing 
this cross-section of folks from the 
African-American community who are 
so thrilled about the groundbreaking. 
Because the construction means this is  
a promise made, and a promise kept.”

“The Northside is like a village, and this 
community can’t stop talking about it,” 
says Charles Rucker, second district 
commissioner of the Minneapolis Park 
and Recreation Board. A Northside 
resident himself, he’s already envisioning 
the possibilities: early morning walks 
around the new indoor track, three full 
courts for basketball, kids birthday 
parties in the splashy new water park, 
community-building programs for 
seniors, and fantastic mentorship and 
first job opportunities for the nearly 
10,000 youth who live within walking 

In July, nearly 200 neighbors, donors, and parks supporters turned out for the 
official groundbreaking at North Commons Park, the largest investment ever 
made in a Minneapolis neighborhood park. As each footing, foundation, and wall 
has gone in over the ensuing months, excitement about this $49 million park 
transformation continues to build.

A Ground Breaking Year

With excitement building for the transformation at  
North Commons Park, the Minneapolis Parks Foundation celebrated
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North Commons Park construction, February 2026

*	Some or all donations in 2025 include employer matches

~	Some or all donations in 2025 include in-kind
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The following individuals, corporations, and foundations have made gifts or pledges  
to the Transforming North Commons Park Campaign, helping the Minneapolis  
Parks Foundation secure $20 million toward our $23.5 million campaign goal.

A New Goal
Due to an increase in construction 
costs, the Minneapolis Parks Foundation 
committed to increasing its private 
fundraising goal from $20 million to  
$23.5 million to ensure that every part of 
the community’s vision for the renovation 
of North Commons Park is fully realized. 
The project will effectively triple the size 
of the existing field house, creating three 
indoor courts, a year-round walking track, 
and community rooms for activities from 
cooking classes to homework help. As a 
part of the campaign, funds will be set 
aside for program activation, providing 
North Minneapolis youth and families  
with access to adult mentors, constructive 
out-of-school time, and character-building 
service and civic programs.

A Gift and a Challenge
In November, the Wilson Foundation made 
one of its largest gifts ever, pledging a 
total of $4 million toward the renovation 
of North Commons Park. The gift includes 
a two-to-one matching grant that will 
match every $1 donated with $2, up to 
$2 million, encouraging community-wide 
contributions toward securing the final 
$3.2 million of the campaign. 

“We’re thrilled to have the support of the 
Wilson Foundation, and this challenge 
to help us reach our funding goal,” says 
Jennifer Downham, Minneapolis Parks 
Foundation’s Chief Development Officer. 

“For park supporters who have been 
thinking about making a contribution,  
now is a terrific time. Not only can we see 
the construction progress taking shape 
every day, but this generous matching grant 
also increases the impact of contributions 
of every size.” 

Scan to learn more 
about how your 
support can transform 
North Commons 
or connect with 
Jennifer Downham  
at 612-822-3401 or 

jdownham@mplsparksfoundation.org.

https://mplsparksfoundation.org/
mailto:jdownham%40mplsparksfoundation.org?subject=Support%20North%20Commons%20Park%20AR
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Martin Wera at Sunrise on the Mississippi

aren’t just green spaces — they are 
essential civic spaces. Because of that, 
there’s a shared understanding that 
our parks will continue to play a vital 
role in whatever comes next. When our 
community faces challenges, our parks 
are a place where we come together to 
move forward. 

Why do you think people invest  
in our parks and public spaces? 

People invest in our parks and public 
spaces for deeply personal reasons, but 
at the heart of it, I think it comes down 
to you care for what you love. For some, 
giving is about helping solve a problem or 
supporting a solution. They’re moved by 
compassion and a desire to make things 
better. For others, it’s something even 
more personal: a recognition that this 
is our community. These are our parks. 
When we invest in them, we’re investing 
in ourselves and in one another. That’s 
the beauty of parks — they are one of 
the purest public goods we have. They 
belong to all of us, and they make all of 
us stronger. As the saying goes, we all 
do better when we all do better. At the 
Minneapolis Parks Foundation, our role 
is to nurture that sense of love, while 
helping people see that when we invest  
in our parks, we’re investing in a healthier, 
more connected community for everyone.

How does the Minneapolis Parks 
Foundation’s work enrich our parks?

For every dollar we receive at the 
Minneapolis Parks Foundation, we go 
out and turn that into $3.50 — more than 
tripling the impact of those gifts. I’m so 
inspired by the care and commitment of 
our staff and board, who are doing some 
incredible work, and who give me hope for 
the great things we can achieve through 
our collective work. If you care about the 
parks, the Parks Foundation is really the 
best way to invest in their future. 

What about the Minneapolis  
parks impresses you?

The breadth and depth of the park system 
really is mind-blowing. Our city’s 185 park 
properties are spread across more than 
7,000 acres of land and water, with more 
than 100 miles of trails, and a tree canopy 
of more than 600,000 trees. Another one 
of the many amazing things I’ve learned 
is that the Minneapolis parks system 
receives over 30 million annual visits.  
It is nothing short of amazing to me how 
our park system touches so many people 
in so many different ways. 

Why do you think parks are so 
important to our community?

Parks are one of the few places where 
people from all backgrounds share 
common ground. We’ve seen it in 
moments that have tested our community: 
during the pandemic, in the wake of 
George Floyd’s murder, and most recently 
amid the federal immigration surge. In 
each case, our parks became places 
to gather, to grieve, to organize, and to 
reconnect. For generations, parks have 
helped nurture democracy. They are 
where neighbors meet, where commu-
nities can find their voice, and where we 
draw strength from one another. They 

You began your tenure as the 
Minneapolis Parks Foundation’s  
new executive director the same 
week as the organization’s  
annual fundraiser, Sunrise on  
the Mississippi in September.  
What have you been learning about 
why people support the parks? 

That was definitely jumping in with both 
feet, and it was wonderful to meet so 
many people who care deeply about our 
parks. The Minneapolis park system is so 
expansive and touches so many people in 
so many different ways that I’m learning 
that there’s no one-size-fits-all for what 
inspires us. For some folks, it’s those 
wild and natural spaces within the parks 
that make us feel like we’ve escaped the 
city for the wilderness. For some, it’s the 
regional parks with all the amenities — 
being able to enjoy a meal at Sea Salt 
while you’re taking in the Minnehaha 
Falls. For others, it’s youth programs, 
adult sports, and all of those recreational 
programs that build connections between 
residents and their neighborhood parks. 
And for others, it’s the historic piece —  
protecting the rich history of this city, and 
sustaining it for the next generation. Every 
park user finds something here that really 
speaks to them. 

Five Questions for Martin Wera

With a fresh perspective, Martin Wera reflects on the 
many ways parks and shared spaces bring us together.
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“Taking the time to appreciate nature, using your 
voice, and making small, mindful choices and 
changes in your daily life can help restore the 
delicate balance and reignite a sense of wonder 
in the world around you. Your steps start to seem 
lighter. The world seems to brighten around you.”

		  — Excerpt from poem: ”Clarity at the Top” 	
		       by Anukalp Jnagal, Student Speaker

North Commons Park construction, February 2026

Ground-Breaking Support
In 2025, 872 individual and institutional donors provided 
$6,132,388.02 in cash and pledges to support the mission of 
the Minneapolis Parks Foundation, contributing to one of the 
most successful fundraising years in our history. Our broader 
community of support grew to 15,757 people, including 
donors, advocates, volunteers, and park champions who stay 
connected through our monthly newsletter, events, and social 
media channels. Thank you!

Panel discussion at the screening of  
“Basketball State: The Land of 10,000 Hoops”

Land of 10,000 Hoops
Basketball was a brand new sport when it first came to North 
Commons Park in 1908. With two of the first “goals” erected 
in the Minneapolis parks, North Minneapolis neighbors soon 
made the game their own, with generations of kids who’ve 
learned the value of fair play and friendship through pick-up 
games and park championships over the decades. 

In July, the Minneapolis Parks Foundation hosted a celebration 
of Minnesota’s deep-rooted basketball culture with a 
screening of Basketball State: The Land of 10,000 Hoops at 
North Minneapolis’s Capri Theater. With a panel discussion 
featuring director Gabe Hostetler, WNBA broadcaster Lea 
B. Olsen, NBA veteran Devean George and notable college 
players, Liv McGill and Terrence Brown, this Next Generation 
of Parks event also highlighted the groundbreaking for 
construction at the new North Commons Park, which will 
feature an indoor fieldhouse with three basketball courts. 

Anukalp Jnagal speaking at “Belonging in the Outdoors”

Building Belonging
Aimed at bridging “the nature gap” that often leaves kids of 
color out of experiences in the outdoors, North Hennepin 
Community College’s innovative Outdoor and Environmental 
Leadership program is helping introduce a new generation 
to educational and career opportunities in nature. Parks 
supporters got a chance to learn all about it at a special 
screening of Belonging, a documentary created about the 
program, at the Minneapolis Institute of Art in April as part 
of Minneapolis Parks Foundation’s Next Generation of Parks 
series. Youth who’ve taken part in the program also shared 
personal reflections about their experiences, from struggling 
with climate grief to finding a sense of belonging in the wild. 

Moments that Moved our Parks

https://mplsparksfoundation.org/
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path at Lake Nokomis, to Thien Nhien 
Va Ban (Nature and You), a program that 
invites Vietnamese elders to connect 
with nature, and to each other. This work 
is supported by proceeds from bench 
and paver sales and the fund’s signature 
Posters for Parks event.

Posters for Parks
Drawing nearly 1,000 attendees, the 
10th annual Posters for Parks sale blew 
the doors off the Minnehaha Regional 
Park Pavilion last October, celebrating 
Minneapolis’s vibrant creative 
community, and the parks that bring 
us together. “The arts and parks are 
natural partners,” says Dan Woychick, 

the creative brains behind the Poster for 
Parks sale, where the proceeds from 
more than 40 original designs are split 
50-50 between local artists and the 
Minneapolis Parks Foundation’s People 
for Parks Fund. 

“I think on the Venn diagram, you’ll find  
a pretty big intersection between people 
who love the parks, and artists and 
designers,” says Woychick. “That’s why 
this event is a win-win all the way around.”

“Re-Indigenized” unveiling at The Commons

Posters for Parks show at the  
Minnehaha Regional Park Pavilion

A Mural Rooted in Place
A new mural installation at The Commons 
was one of more than a dozen projects 
made possible by the Minneapolis Parks 
Foundation’s People for Parks Fund. 
Unveiled in October, “Re-Indigenized,” by 
Heather Friedli, imagines a pre-colonized 
view of Owámniyomni (St. Anthony Falls).

Since its launch five years ago, the 
People for Parks Fund has awarded 
more than $250,000 in grants to support 
49 community-driven projects and 
activities across Minneapolis parks.  
In 2025, that list included everything 
from free swimming lessons for 
underserved kids, to a fresh new fitness 

Art and community come together in Minneapolis parks in ways that are as creative as 
they are impactful. From public art and vibrant poster sales to youth-driven maker spaces, 
these programs show how public spaces can inspire opportunity and belonging.

Art for Parks’ Sake

At the intersection of creativity and community,  
artists and park supporters find common ground.
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Spark’d Studios at Luxton Park

Powerderhorn Park

Future Focused Giving
Last year, the Minneapolis Parks Foundation and the Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation Board came together to create a first-of-its-kind 
endowment fund for the parks. This year, the Minneapolis Parks Foundation 
began receiving its very first Minneapolis Parks Endowment gifts and 
pledges from committed parks lovers like Kathy and Kathleen, who 
made the decision to dedicate the whole of their estate to the parks  
and public libraries. 

“We wanted to give our estate to something that we really believe in, 
and parks are just a big part of our lives,” says Kathy, a Minnesota 
Master Naturalist, hiker, and dog walker, who makes frequent visits to 
Minnehaha Falls. She says she and her wife were also moved by the 
example of other parks lovers like the late Joyce Anderson, who created 
and maintained a garden at the east end of the Stone Arch Bridge in 
memory of her partner Joan Leigh, who was instrumental in encouraging 
the state to purchase the bridge and turn it into a pedestrian trail. “We 
were inspired by these great people from the past who built this great 
park system, and we want to carry on in those footsteps.”

Making An Impact
Created in partnership with the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, 
the Minneapolis Parks Endowment is a permanent fund that provides 
ongoing revenue to support our Minneapolis park system. It is dedicated 
to three essential areas: natural resources, historical infrastructure, and 
regional park trail care and maintenance. Together, we can ensure our 
parks continue to serve and connect every community in Minneapolis. 

Scan the QR code to learn more about the 
Minneapolis Parks Endowment, or contact  
Chief Development Officer, Jennifer Downham  
at jdownham@mplsparksfoundation.org or 
612-822-3401.

“We know kids are hooked on technology, 
so that’s what we use as the bait,” says 
Raechel Bosch, Youth Technology and 
Career Skills Manager at Spark’d Studios. 
But the things that keep youth coming 
back day after day have little to do with 
the state-of-the-art equipment and 
resources now available at Powderhorn, 
Phillips, Graco, Harrison, Whittier, and 
Luxton parks. “We’re learning just 
how much youth want a space that’s 
dedicated to them, where they can hang 
out, make friends, and belong.”

Spark’d Studios offerings have been 
especially popular with kids who aren’t 
always well served by more traditional 
rec sports or open gym programs, including 
girls from immigrant communities, neuro-
divergent youth, and teens who identify 
as LGBTQ. “With all the technology in 
these spaces, it’s actually making rec 
centers more inclusive for young people,” 
she says. “It’s teaching us ways that we 
may want to build our parks spaces in 
the future, to meet youth where they are 
right now.”

To learn more about special projects 
supported by the Minneapolis Parks 
Foundation, contact Director of 
Philanthropy, Christine Moir at cmoir@
mplsparksfoundation.org or 612-484-5851.

Sparking Creative Connections 
Technology is the hook, but it’s not 
the whole story at Spark’d Studios, 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board’s 
innovative creative maker spaces. With 
two new sites opened at Graco and 
Luxton parks in 2025, Minneapolis youth 
now have access to five action-packed 
spaces for exploring everything from 
movie and music production, to apparel 
design, to coding and computer games. 
Grant support from the Best Buy 
Foundation also helped pilot a Creative 
Entrepreneurship summer employment 
program, helping teens hone tech skills 
for future careers. 

https://mplsparksfoundation.org/
mailto:jdownham%40mplsparksfoundation.org?subject=Minneapolis%20Parks%20Endowment%20AR
mailto:cmoir%40mplsparksfoundation.org?subject=Special%20Projects%20at%20Minneapolis%20Parks%20Foundation%20AR
mailto:cmoir%40mplsparksfoundation.org?subject=Special%20Projects%20at%20Minneapolis%20Parks%20Foundation%20AR
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Thank You, Donors
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Julia and Brian Palmer^
Richard and Suzanne Pepin^
Jose Peris and Diana Gulden
Donovan Peterson
Catharine Reid
JuLee Rimarcik
Ronna Rochell
Thomas Rogers
James Ross
Gordon and Maureen Rudd
Lillian and Douglas Ryan
Jill Schafer
Linda Snyder
Sarah Tawfic
Karen Trouba
Theodore Tucker and  

Penny Petersen
Anne and Tom Ulseth^
David Vaughan
Leslie Vaughan
Ann Voda and Mark Pederson
Lateesa Ward
Lisa Weisman
David and Sara Wellington
Jennifer Widge
Elizabeth and Andrew Wielinski^
John Zimdars
Jehanne and Thomas Zirps
Anonymous (20)

$100 – $249
Jean Abbott
Anthony Adams
Joelle Allen
Michael and Dominique Allinder
Amy and Peter Alworth
Steven Andersen and  

Ethel Pastarr
Anita Anderson
Mary Anderson
Ryan and Nicole Andert
Ann and James Andre
Tom Arneson
Alfred Bangoura and  

Kendra Lewis
Timothy Bardell
Ken Bearman and Karla Larsen^
John Becker
Lynn and Carl Beihl
Toni Beitz
Barry Berg and Walter Tambor^
John Bergford

$250 – $499
Nancy Anderson
Mary Kay and Thomas Arthur
Lee Bachman
Beverly Bajus
Letitia Basford
Anne Brown
Ann Calvert
Nathan and Kari Campeau
Anne Carayon and Dan Pennie
Raymond Christman
Steven and Amy Clay
Wendy and David Coggins^
Ruth Colby^
Meghan Cosgrove
John Cowles and  

Page Knudsen Cowles^
Paula Denman and John Dewitt
Laurence and Terrilyn Diamond
Jackie Dols
Ruth Dubay
Susan Eckstrom
William Elwood and  

Elizabeth Allis
Lynn and Jim Engel
David and Sheryl Evelo
Leo Fautsch
Dennis and Karen Fenster^
Margaret-Ellen Frankel
Declan Fruchtman
Mary Gallardo
Ellen Gavin
Kathleen Gavin and Philip Bither
Bill and Penny George
Susan Gerstner and  

Daniel Carlsen
Nina Groth
Roger Hagedorn and  

Ann Richards
Madhusudan Hanmantgad
Lisa Harnack
Anne Heegaard
Kevin Hemping
Carrie and Richard Higgins^
Rachel Holmes
Terry Hougen
Toni Jackson
Dana Jensen
Thomas and Julie Johns^
Barbara and Duane Johnson
Kimberly Kaplan
Michael Klingensmith and  

Ruth Shields
Shelly and Brian Kuyatt
Matthew Lang
Craig and Kathy Larsen
Christine Levens
Holly and Barrs Lewis
Carrie and Nicholas Lindahl
Noreen and Steve Linney
Martin and Marilyn Lipschultz
Lenora Little
Mary Lynch and Kurt Kelsey^
Joan Madden^
David Madson
Jodi and Jeffrey Mandyck
Thomas and Michele Marrinan
Jane and James Martin

https://mplsparksfoundation.org/
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 §	Gifts realized
~	Some or all donations include in-kind
*	Some or all donations include employer matches

Bruce and Terry Anderson
Tom Arneson

Mary and Keith Bednarowski
John and Laura Crosby§

Jennifer Dechaine Berkas
Jayson Drake

Sarah Duniway and David Brauer
Mary Ann and Harold Feldman§

Sylvia and Robert Fine
Meg Forney and Jon Fagerson

Marvin Gilman§

Jerry Green and Chris Foster
Rick Groger and Don Yager

Jocelyn Hale and Glenn Miller
Gary Hektner§

Steve and Sam Boren King
Duane and Mary Alice Krohnke

Jean Kummerow and Frank Mabley
Leighton Ladd

Lawrence Levine
David Madson

Kathleen Murphy and Kathleen Milner
Steffanie and Matthew Musich

Musich Campaign
Steve Plunkett

June Prange and Carolyn Schurr§

Red Duck Group~
Jasmine Russell

Jill Schafer
Peter Steinert§

U.S. Bank*
Mike Vennewitz and Rep. Diane Loeffler

Theresa and Bob Ware
Linden Weiswerda and Hannah Swaden

Frank and Frances Wilkinson§

Bill Wojcik
Anonymous (5)

Heritage Oak Society
Recognizing donors for including the parks in their 
will or trust or contributing to a park endowment.

Sue Bennett
Karin Birkeland and Lee Mitau
David Dayton and Mary Bolla

Judy Dayton
Richard Erickson and Bonnie Bottoms

Martha Gabbert
Jocelyn Hale and Glenn Miller

Steve King and Sam Boren King
Mary McCarthy and Brian Zelickson

Greg McNeely
Kelsey Arneson Metzger and Tom Metzger

Tom Paul and Robert Lenz
Elizabeth Redleaf

Paul and Mary Reyelts
Dr. and Mrs. Paul L. Trump

Frank and Frances Wilkinson
Angus and Margaret Wurtele

Anonymous

Horace Cleveland Circle
Recognizing donors who have made cumulative 

general operating gifts of $50,000 or more.Taylor Poss
Kelly Ptacek^
Michael and Darcel Rainville
Kevin Reich
Joel Riley
Leeann Rock and  

Brian Anderson^
Cynthia Hechter Rollins
Thomas and Gwynn Rosen
Susan Rottunda
Jordan Ruplinger
Mary Saboe
James and Dianne Safley
Don and Sondra Samuels
Miriam Sanders
Sheva and Thomas Sanders^
Denise Scharlemann and  

Robert Cochrane
June Schifsky
Peter and Barb Schmitt^
Lawrence and Mary Schwanke
Eric Sell
Matthew Seltzer
Lauren Sherman
Abbey and Timothy 

Showalter-Loch^
Shelley Sidaros
Leah Smith
Robin Smothers
Jamez Staples
Morris Stockburger
John and Linda Sumner^
Carolyn and Leslie Svendsen
Janet and Craig Swan^
Becka Thompson
Lucy Thompson
Brian Thyr and Danita Carlson^
Jane Tilka and William Dolan
Steve Tsai and Margaret Simpson
Franz Ulrich and  

Lisa Bormann
Jo Vos
Julia Wallace
Elizabeth Walton and Mark Wright
Pamela Russell Warder and  

Paul Warder
David Warner
Conrad and Kristen Wasmer
Ruth and David Waterbury
Laurie Waterman
Betty Webb
Jill Weese and Steven Vincent
Karen Weidner and  

Kurtis Klotzbuecher
Barbara Weissberger
John Wells
Teresa Wheeler
Micah White
Nora Whiteman and  

Thomas Rush
Glenn and Teri Woythaler
Elizabeth Wray and Gary Hittle^
Helen Yotter
Laurie Zenner
Dave and Sue Zwickey
Anonymous (27)

Steven Landberg
Kande Larson
Thomas and Kate Law
Ben and Ruth Leadholm
Lillian and Dylan Leatham
Stacy and Kevin Lee
Dana Lehigh and Daniel Rossiter
William and Gloria Levin
Ginger Levy
Michael Lindsay and  

Judee Arnstein
Scott and Paula Litman
Zechariah Lockrem
Timothy and Susanna Lodge
Ali Lozoff
Ann and Don Luce
Judy Lund
Alesha Machula
Brenda and Stephen Mahannah
Sharon Marton-Thom
Brian Marx
Linda Maytan
Michael and Frances McCloskey
Dermot McDermott and Lois 

Valladares
Madison McGeffers
Mary Ann McGuire
Mike McGuire
Mary Kate McKelvey and  

Chris Bercaw
Anne McLaughlin and  

William Drake
Terry and Mary McNellis
Jack Meenan
Martha Meyer-Von Blon and 

Thomas Meyer
Steven Miles and Joline Gitis
Charles and Laura Miller
Dan Miller
Lori Mittag and Jeffery McNaught
James and Carol Moller
Paul Morrill and Laura 

Lehman-Morrill
Megan Morrissey
JoAnn Mortenson
Gretchen Musicant
Elisabeth Myers and  

Hamied Rezazadeh
Gary and Claire Nelson
Richard and Mary Nelson
Jane Newman and Amy Lange
Mary Jo Nichols
Elizabeth Northcutt
Sally and James Novotny
Ellen and John Nyberg
Jessica Oh
Charles and JoAnne Parsons
William and Suzanne Payne
Claudia Peppey
Nancy Peterson
Shannon Philander
Paul Plahn
Steve Plunkett
David Plut and Cheryl Jacobs
Benjamin Pofahl and  

Ellen Guettler

continued from page 13
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21%
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40%

7%
4%

Program 	 67%
Management 	  21%
 & General 
Fundraising 	 12%

Expenses

Individuals 	 48%
Investment Income 	 40%
Foundations 	 7%
Corporations 	 4%
Government 	 1%

Sources of Income

Income/Expense Statement 2025

Revenue

Contributions 1,538,557

Government Grants & Contracts 8,400

Program Fees 61,133

Special Event Income 132,109 

Investment & Other Income 658,843

Total Income $2,399,042

Expense

Core Mission-Programs 1,309,217

Support Services

 Finance, HR, Board, Operations 414,547

 Fundraising & Donor Development 243,123

Total Expense $1,966,887

Net Revenue/Deficit $432,155

Balance Sheet 12/31/2025

Assets

Cash  1,619,772 

North Commons Capital Campaign  9,893,454 

Special Projects  1,284,118 

RiverFirst Capital Campaign 240,418 

Community Endowments  518,327

Other Investments  974,280 

Other Assets  519,840 

Total Assets $15,050,209 

Liabilities & Net Assets

Accounts Payable 21,803

North Commons Capital Campaign 9,893,454

RiverFirst Capital Campaign 240,418

Other Liabilities 22,283

Total Liabilities $10,177,958

Total Net Assets $4,872,251

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $15,050,209

Funding the future of parks.

2025 Financial Statements
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The Minneapolis Parks Foundation transforms human lives through parks and public spaces by aligning philanthropic investment and community vision.

Shelley Carthen Watson
Jacob Frey
Aretha Green-Rupert (CO-CHAIR)

Tom Paul
Charles Rucker
Jasmine Russell (EX OFFICIO)

Cindy Theis
Karen Trouba (CO-CHAIR)

North Commons 
Campaign Committee

Kristen Cooper
Jay Halvorson
Colleen Hogenson
Judy Hohmann
Kelsey Johnson (CHAIR)

Irene Jones
Kymberly Jordan
Nate Kass
Ali Lozoff
Daniel Peterson
Jasmine Russell (EX OFFICIO)

Jace Schara
Colleen Stockmann
Lisa Stockmo
Shaun Walsh

People for Parks Fund 
Advisory Committee

Al Bangoura 
Superintendent, Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation Board

Amber Frederick  
Commissioner, At Large, 
Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board 

Jacob Frey  
Mayor, City of Minneapolis 

Steffanie Musich*  
Former Commissioner, 
District 5  
Minneapolis Park and  
Recreation Board

Charles Rucker  
Commissioner, District 2  
Minneapolis Park and  
Recreation Board

* Completed term in 2025

Ex Officio

Karen Trouba  
Trouba Consulting

Donovan Walsh  
(SECRETARY) 
Executive Management Consultant 
The Financial Services  
Consulting Group (TFSCG)

Todd Western  
Senior Donor Advisor 
Greater Twin Cities United Way

Craig Wilson*  
Founding Partner  
Green Your Bottom Line

Jocelyn Hale 
Partner, MillerHale Associates

Jay Halvorson  
Community Leader

Joseph Humke*  
Executive VP, General Counsel  
and Corporate Secretary 
Graco, Inc.

Kelsey Johnson  
Program and Grants Associate 
Midwest Climate & Energy  
The McKnight Foundation 

Mary Knoblauch  
Employment Attorney & Partner  
Maslon LLP 

Michael O’Neil 
Project Leader 
Boston Consulting Group

Tom Paul  
(TREASURER) 
Principal  
EJ Health Advisors

Pham Thi Hoa*  
Margaret A. Cargill  
Philanthropies

Heath Rudduck* 
Chief Creative Officer 
Padilla

Jasmine Russell   
(CHAIR)  
Chief Narrative & Data  
Justice Officer, African  
American Leadership Forum 

Jean Sazevich  
Philanthropy Consultant

Cindy Theis 
Institutional Advancement (retired) 
Minneapolis College of Art  
and Design

Zakaria Aden*  
Global Deals Strategy Manager 
Visa

Karin Birkeland*   
Partner (retired) 
Faegre Baker Daniels

Nathan Campeau 
Vice President 
Barr Engineering Co.

Shelley Carthen Watson 
President & CEO 
YWCA Minneapolis

Matthew Duditch   
(VICE CHAIR) 
Chief Operational Risk Officer  
U.S. Bank

Sarah Duniway* 
Partner, Lathrop GPM 

Board of Directors
Alexandria Davison  
Communications Coordinator

Jennifer Downham  
Chief Development Officer

Madeleine Koski  
Communications Manager 

Shawn Lewis  
Community Relations Manager 

Genessis Lopez  
Giving Impact Officer

Lizzy Lynn  
Development & Database Coordinator

Shelly Maguire-Kuyatt  
Director of Finance & Administration

Christine Moir  
Director of Philanthropy

Martin Wera  
Executive Director 

Staff

Love the Parks?
The Minneapolis Parks Foundation 
is about fulfilling the almost 
limitless potential that great 
parks and inspiring public 
spaces have in building stronger 
connections between neighbors, 

fostering better outcomes for kids, driving economic 
opportunity for all, and helping cities find new solutions 
to our most challenging problems, from inequality to 
climate change. Your gift helps transform human lives. 
Please join us in supporting this vital resource today!

https://mplsparksfoundation.org/

